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Where are we? 
St Edward’s is near Romsey in Hampshire. The school is set in an attractive country park 
near the New Forest. It benefits from a very well-maintained range of resources, established 
over many years of quality service to young people who have difficulties managing their 
behaviour. 

The school is easily reached by road – the nearest exit from the M27 motorway is ten 
minutes drive. The market town of Romsey, some four miles away, is served by a regular 
rail service. 

 

What do we do?
We help boys who have behavioural, emotional and social difficulties (BESD) in their personal 
and social growth, through access to successful and proven educational, vocational and 
activity programmes. 

Within a safe, friendly and supportive community, boys are encouraged to develop their 
talents and competencies, adopt a healthy lifestyle and attitude towards others, cultivate 
a sense of responsibility for their actions, enjoy the learning process and celebrate their 
achievements.

Our academic, vocational, creative and outdoor learning opportunities provide for a 
stimulating school life and they prepare pupils to make a useful contribution to society. 
We offer an enviable range of sporting and recreational ventures to give boys a strong and 
positive focus beyond the classroom and we strive to provide quality opportunities for our 
pupils to contribute to the wider community.

Who are we?
St Edward’s is an independent residential school for boys 

between the ages of 10-16+ who have behavioural, emotional 

and social difficulties (BESD). The school has approval from 

the Department for Education and Skills and is registered with 

the Commission for Social Care Inspectorate. St Edward’s 

operates as a non profit-making charitable trust and is a 

member of the National Association of Special Schools.



How do we work?
We are determined to help young people succeed. We are consistent and fair in our approach 
and we use considerate and therapeutic approaches to help boys resolve difficulties. We set 
pupils achievable goals and provide a wide range of challenges, activities and opportunities 
to help young people experience success. We have high standards and we set good role 
models. Pupils at St Edward’s are encouraged to air their views in the knowledge that they 
will be heard. 

Our staff team is made up of people who have well-founded confidence and experience of 
working with pupils who have social, emotional and behavioural difficulties. Our integrated 
team of teachers, residential social care workers and support staff is dedicated to meeting 
the needs of pupils in educational, vocational, recreational, sporting and social settings. 

Members of staff receive regular training to develop the most effective means of helping 
pupils come to terms with difficulties and make progress. In particular, pupils are encouraged 
to make better choices in order to bring about lasting positive change to their behaviour.

What’s it like at Melchet Court?
St Edward’s occupies Melchet Court, an impressive house and estate. Our school buildings 
and spaces are compact and all areas are easily accessible.

The house and surrounding buildings have been superbly modified since the inception of 
the school to provide an extensive and enviable range of facilities for boys across a wide 
spectrum of learning activity. St Edward’s offers pupils the full National Curriculum entitlement 
to the end of Year 9, modified from Key Stage 4 to enable access into GCSE, vocational and 
alternative courses. Pupils’ individual needs are addressed by experienced teachers supported 
by qualified classroom support staff. 

The teaching of English, Maths and Science is given high priority as these subjects form 
the core of our curriculum. In addition, Design Technology is taught in a splendid modern 
workshop. We also have an impressive ICT centre and dedicated areas for creative and 
expressive work in Art, Music, Drama and Photography. There are extensive indoor and 
outdoor educational and vocational premises for Horticulture, Painting and Decorating and 
Metalwork, as well as first class sporting facilities. These include an impressive indoor heated 
swimming pool for year-round kayaking, sub-aqua and swimming coaching, two large sports 
halls and a well-equipped fitness suite.

We have a range of pitches for winter and summer sports, a professional standard motor 
cycling track and two fishing lakes. We accommodate sports such as mountain biking, 
orienteering and archery in our own grounds. These supplement a comprehensive outdoor 
education programme which includes expeditions home and abroad and outdoor activity 
weekends in locations such as the New Forest and Wales.  

The residential areas of our school are all very comfortable and equipped with modern 
amenities. Pupils are encouraged to take their full part in managing our accommodation 
and personalise individual living spaces. We expect boys to contribute to the continuing 
development of these facilities through an ideas forum on the student council. Boys can 
help maintain our ornamental gardens to a high standard as a feature of their learning 
programme.

We have a first class meals service and there are opportunities for boys to learn how to cook 
through home cookery classes as part of our regular activity provision.

  

“This is the only school where I have been spoken to with respect.”(Year 10)



Management
St Edward’s is a charitable trust registered at the Charities’ Commission, owned and  
managed by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Clifton. The Board of Governors oversees the 
work of the school and reports in turn to the Clifton Diocesan Board of Trustees.

 St Edward’s is subject to regular and thorough scrutiny by the Commission for Social Care 
Inspectorate (CSCI), the Office for Standards in Education (OFSTED) and the Clifton Diocese 
in order to ensure it meets its statutory duty and mission.

Registration
St Edward’s is registered as a school with the Department for Education and Skills and 
the Commission for Social Care Inspectorate. We maintain professional links with a 
wide variety of agencies and, in addition to regular statutory inspections, the school’s 
contribution to the education service is regularly monitored by placing Local Authorities 
and their regional partners.

Referral
Pupils are referred to the School as a result of diagnosed difficulties relating to their 
behaviour. Referrals are made by Local Authorities and are typically accompanied by a 
Statement of Special Educational Need drafted on account of behavioural, emotional and 
social difficulties. The school considers the prospects for a successful placement on the 
basis of a set of admission criteria provided to the Local Authority. 

“I really have started to work better, it took me 2 years to  
              ‘settle down’, now I know I can get my GCSEs” (Year 11)



Working in Partnership
We work in close partnership with parents and agencies to help every pupil experience 
success and realise their potential, encouraging boys to meet challenges and make change 
for the better through the structured experiences offered in our 24 hour curriculum. We 
encourage parents to value and support the work we do to promote education in our school 
and make a contribution to their son’s annual review.

There are planned events throughout the year when all parents are invited to participate, 
most especially on the occasion of our annual Open Day. Working together, we want every 
pupil to develop his ability to make best use of the positive experiences he enjoys with us in 
order to plan for a secure future.

We maintain frequent contact with local authorities, ensuring that all aspects of pupils’ 
placement with us are regularly reported and communicated to named persons within the 
Authority.

News
In addition to frequent contact with parents and Local Authorities, 
we regularly circulate our own newsletter –The School Report. This 
publication highlights our pupils’ achievements over the recent period 
and offers insights into the breadth and variety of our services to 
young people and the community.

“Activities here are wicked. I just love Tuesdays  
 and Thursdays especially. I think that we are very       
 lucky here at St Edward’s.” (Year 9)



Our aims
• To provide an excellent quality of education and care for our pupils, with their safety, 

welfare and personal development being paramount

• To ensure our pupils are able to communicate their views in relation to their care and 
education and the management of our school in an open and inclusive manner

• To encourage the growth of mutual respect and regard for the needs of others

We believe it is important that our pupils attend school feeling that their needs are being met 
in a safe environment, that they feel cared for and listened to, giving them the best chance 
to attain their potential.

How do I find out more?
More information is available on the St Edward’s School web site – 

www.melchetcourt.com

Alternatively, please call the school direct on 01794 885252 and talk to a member  
of our team.



Further information
St Edward’s School, Melchet Court, Sherfield English, Nr. Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 6ZR 
Telephone: 01794 885252 Fax: 01794 885253            Email: enquiries@melchetcourt.com


