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St Edward’s is a day and residential (38 week, Monday to Friday) special 
school for boys aged between 9 and 18 who experience difficulties in 
their social, emotional and behavioural development.
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To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the school, our Design Team 
planned an elaborate and intricate tapestry as a fitting tribute to 
pupils, staff, families and friends, past and present. It was clear 
an undertaking of this magnitude would require many hands to 
accomplish. In fact, more than 100 pairs of hands worked tirelessly 
to produce small pieces of tapestry which, after precise arrangement 
and careful stitching, resulted in a magnificent tapestry.

We collected initial ideas from boys during Design lessons; this led to 
a fusion of all the things current boys consider good about our school. 
We then worked in small teams, each with a specific small piece of 
the puzzle to focus on, the overall vision being closely coordinated by 
the Design staff. Some people produced their own squares to highlight 
specific activities in school while others worked in collaboration. The 
standout section was the central image of the main doors at Melchet 
Court, beautifully and expertly sewn by Maggie Giles, our Matron.

Once all pieces of the puzzle were gathered, the Design Team arranged 
them on a rich blue backing sheet - doing justice to the stunning efforts 
of all who had worked so tirelessly to create this masterpiece. The 
Headmaster was asked to unveil the finished piece in all its glory to the 
entire school at a special Jubilee service attended by Bishop Declan 
Lang, who graciously blessed the tapestry for us.

After a brief moment to draw breath, the school jubilantly rejoiced at an 
example of collaborative teamwork at its best - signifying the combined 
efforts of all those who have worked so hard over the years to build St 
Edward’s into this Outstanding school.

Ofsted 
- Outstanding 
Bunch of Fives
An Ofsted inspection team declared this 
provision one of the best of its type – for the 
fifth time in a row. This is a tremendous record 
for the school – pupils, parents and carers, 
staff and friends will feel justly proud that the 
services provided for young people continue 
to be judged so positively by Ofsted.

While we are naturally thrilled at the news, 
there is no hint or trace of complacency – 
we constantly seek to improve still further 
our provision for young people so that 
they receive the best possible chance to 
experience success in their learning and feel 
happier about themselves as young adults. 

50 Years 
in the Making

Our Heritage Year
See more on page 3
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SCHOOL REPORT

From the 
Chairman of 
the Board of 
Governors
Welcome to our Spring 2014 newsletter. We 
have much to reflect on and celebrate at 
this time. We recently completed a full year 
of Jubilee celebrations commemorating 
the school’s fiftieth anniversary. Every pupil 
contributed in some way to these celebrations 
through their participation in several special 
Jubilee projects, the details of which are to be 
found in this edition.

We continue to make major improvements to 
our residential areas. Many boys have made 
known their appreciation to the Headmaster; 
this, in itself, wholly justifies everyone’s efforts 
to accomplish this work.

I am especially delighted that St Edward’s 
has secured a fifth successive Outstanding 
judgement following a very recent Ofsted social 
care inspection. My congratulations to all.

I hope you enjoy these articles and look forward 
to perhaps seeing you at Open Day.

Michael Tennant

Exam Results 2013
Our efforts to help boys attain their academic 
potential, taking into account all their previous 
difficulties, were again reflected in outstanding 
GCSE results.

93% of our candidates achieved 4 or more 
GCSE passes; 80% achieved 5 or more passes 
whilst 60% of our Year 11 pupils achieved a 
hugely creditable 6 GCSE passes. These results 
have enabled many boys to make transitions 
to colleges for further education, either in their 
home districts or here at St Edward’s, as well 
as pursue bespoke courses here which lead to 
Btec awards.

Thanks to our teachers for all their efforts 
and congratulations to our successful 
candidates.

Following a Material Change Inspection Visit by 
Ofsted, the Department for Education has given 
approval for St Edward’s to provide care and 
education for pupils from the age of 9 up to the 
age of 18 years.

‘The quality of teaching observed during this 
visit in the primary class was outstanding and 
enabled pupils to make outstanding progress.’ 

‘Discussion with Senior Leaders and pupils 
demonstrated that the quality of learning seen 
was the norm and not the exception.’

This is excellent news for St Edward’s – we 
hope we can now making more substantial 
plans to provide even better facilities for 
children and young people.  

Anti-Bullying Week  
2013
National Anti-Bullying Week raises awareness of the difficulties caused by bullying. As a reminder of this 
initiative, pupils and staff wore blue Anti-Bullying wrist bands for the week. Our assemblies highlighted 
aspects of bullying for boys to think about. In one presentation a teacher used a piece of A3 paper to visually 
show how words can damage us and cannot properly be erased. Pupils went on to create their own word 
displays and these have been combined to make a vivid display. These word clouds evidence an empathetic 
response to the victims of bullying; exploring emotions and the effects of bullying on individuals. 

GCSE English pupils worked on Shane Koyczan’s powerful but beautiful poem, ‘To This Day’. This spoken 
word artist collaborated with an animator to produce a breath-taking piece touching on the hard hitting 
issues of mental health, drug addiction and self-harm as by-products of systematic bullying, as well as 
urging the audience to see the inner beauty in everyone, as a means of overcoming bullying.

SOME PUPIL 
COMMENTS “There are lots of people who can help me here at school.”

“I was able to talk openly about my own experiences.”

“It was a good thing to do, it made me think.” 
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Outstanding Effort = Outstanding Achievement
Ben has shown a keen interest in attending our motorcycling activity since the first day of his stay at St Edward’s. To give 
him the best chance of riding each week, he has made sure he secures 100% points in the education setting - a very fine 
achievement. In addition to this, and in the same time period, he has secured 100% in his social assessments – another 
outstanding result.  
To recognise this rare level of sustained effort and dedication to the sport, the Motorcycling team awarded him a brand 
new set of Motocross kit. Ben was genuinely surprised and understandably keen to put his new kit to use. Facing some 
of the muddiest conditions in recent years first time out in it, it certainly didn’t stay clean for long.
Ben’s regular attendance at motor cycling each week has helped him progress quickly from the beginner stage to being able 
to ride one of our top motorbikes – congratulations to him for a fine effort.

Heritage Year
Our 50th Jubilee was celebrated through Heritage projects encouraging boys to 
learn about Melchet Court. Our youngest pupils produced an amazing hi-tech 
digital timeline, charting the history of Melchet Court from the Doomsday Book to 
the present. A Science enquiry looked at the changing face of energy over the past 
150 years and the ways this had impacted on Melchet Court. Our vocational teams 
carried out repairs to the brickwork around a Victorian reservoir, produced a set of 
vintage-style directions signs for use at special events, planted a commemorative 
oak and created a magnificent floral design at the front of the school. The History 
department produced an illustrated guide to Melchet Court and the standout 
community project was the creation of a fabulous Jubilee tapestry.

Throughout Heritage year, we raised additional voluntary funds to purchase digital 
reproductions of a set of 1924 photographs of Melchet Court from RIBA – the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. Support worker, Natalie Hall capped off our 
fundraising efforts with a concert which enabled us to purchase a giant period 
mirror to adorn our Main Hall.

World War 1 
Collection
Groups of boys are helping pupils in other schools 
appreciate what life was like for soldiers in the 
trenches of the Western Front in World War 1.

Our World War 1 Collection has grown 
considerably due to the support of our Governors, 
a very successful Heritage Year project and 
through voluntary funds being raised to purchase 
more artefacts. The Collection is so significant 
that we are actively pursuing full accreditation as 
a nationally recognized museum. At all stages of 
this process, our boys’ involvement in showing 
the collection off as a learning tool that they and 
other young people can learn from, is a crucial 
element of our application. The school’s Living 
History Project empowers our boys and provides 
them with opportunities to develop and enhance 
their self-esteem as well as doing something 
positive for their school.

Romsey Rainforest
The creativity of our Years 6,7 and 8 boys transformed the General Subjects 
classroom into a colourful, tropical rainforest to rival the majestic Amazonian 
rainforests found in South America. Handmade slithery snakes, big billed 
toucans, and colourful butterflies peppered across a 3D tree, helped us learn 
more about the four layers of a rainforest and became a cross curricular 
learning experience that would make the millions of tribal rainforest 
inhabitants proud.

The Headmaster was not able to treat the boys (and teacher) to an all-expenses 
paid trip to Brazil (although Mrs Siran is working on it for next year!), so the next 
best thing was to visit to The Living Rainforest in Newbury. We took a guided 
tour of animal adaptations focusing on how plants and animals have adapted to 
suit living in a rainforest environment. We were worried the boys might adapt to 
the rainforest themselves and forget to come back to school!
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Health Related Fitness

Health Related Fitness took centre-stage as pupils engaged in physical 
testing and circuit training. Boys were able to test numerous aspects of their 
fitness using the Bleep and Illinois Agility tests, a Bench Max weight test, a 2 
Minute Rowing Challenge and a 12 Minute Cooper test.

Many pupils had tested their fitness levels last year and were clearly intent 
on beating their previous best scores. In many cases boys excelled and 
numerous school records were broken - Zach beat the Year 10 Illinois record 
and Sam beat the Year 9 bench press with a huge 70 kilo press.

Many boys recorded personal bests this year, some showing vast improvement, 
with clear signs that they grasp how to apply training techniques and 
understand the levels of effort required for sustained improvement. 

In addition to the tests and training, pupils recorded their pulse and heart 
rate at the beginning and end of each attempt, making the connection 
between effort and fitness and helping them interpret the meanings of these 
measurements.

The PE team is delighted with the efforts made by many pupils this year – and 
it’s galvanizing some of our staff team to improve their fitness levels. English 
Teacher, Jim Fenemore, is hunting down the all-time staff record for the 2 
minute Row, held for some years by the superfit Simon Smith - now an officer 
in the Royal Marines - and we still have the 20 minute Swimming Challenge 
yet to come!

Leaving his Mark
Peter has been at St Edward’s for some time 
and wanted to make an enduring contribution 
to the school before leaving us. Over many 
weeks, he spent his free time in the Design 
shop making a permanent plinth for our ECM 
Gold Award, which is presented annually to 
a pupil for his outstanding effort. Our Design 
team gave freely of their time to assist Peter 
in the design of the plinth, which is made 
from oak. The ECM statue is on display at 
every Awards Assembly – so everyone is 
aware of its significance to the school. A 
big thanks to Peter for his admirable work, 
which will remain an essential feature of the 
school long after he has moved on.

Billy Morgan, Team GB 
Snowboarding Olympian
Billy Morgan became a household name in international sport following 
his fantastic efforts to reach the 2014 Winter Olympic Slopestyle Final in 
Sochi, Russia. In an intense schedule preparing for the Winter Olympics, 
Billy made time to visit Melchet Court to talk about life as a world class 
snowboarder.

Since 2009 Billy has been keen to share his passion for snowboarding 
with us. When he’s back in the UK, he regularly spends time with our boys 
explaining his extraordinary skills and talking about his love of snowboarding. 
He was the first person in the world to perfect the backside triple rodeo – a 
feat multiply- viewed on YouTube.

Billy has joined our snowboarding expeditions to France and on our trips to UK 
Snowdomes. He has also attended our motocross sessions - demonstrating 
a keen ability on dirt – and he presented a fascinating workshop at our 
Curriculum Enrichment Day.

Behind the daring fly-through-the-sky manoeuvres is actually a very normal 
person originating from a country where it rarely, if ever, snows. Billy started 
snowboarding on the same artificial slope in Southampton now used by our 
pupils. He has worked so hard at his craft that he is currently in the top 6 stars 
of the FIS World Snowboarding rankings – a genuine inspiration for all who 
believe the stars are beyond their reach.   

Away from the slopes when he’s visiting school Billy regularly throws down 
the challenge at Table Tennis – a fair few of our pupils can now say they’ve 
seen off an Olympic athlete!  

Just before heading out to the Sochi Olympics, Billy presented awards to our 
latest snowboarders – what greater inspiration could they have had? 

Congratulations to Billy on his amazing efforts to reach that Olympic 
Final. He is a fine athlete and we hope he enjoys much more well-earned 
success in the future.
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Call of the Mountain
The snowboarding team has just returned from an amazing week in the 
French Alps. Our thanks to everyone who has supported this venture for 
the benefit of our boys. Read the full story on our website.


