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St Edward’s School is a charitable trust providing day and residential placements for boys 
aged 9 – 18 years who exhibit behavioural difficulties associated with their social, 
emotional and mental health. These may be complicated by additional learning difficulties. 

Post 16 First Aid Training 
Four post 16 students took on the challenge of an ‘Emergency First Aid at Work’ qualification, 

which leads to a nationally recognised award. 
 

With support and tuition from First Aid instructor, Sandy Bell, students learned a range of basic 

emergency first aid measures including bleeding and bandages, how to deal with a choking and 

unconscious casualty and, critically how to perform CPR and use an automated external 

defibrillator (AED). They worked hard in theory sessions and  were able to demonstrate their new 

found knowledge through practical skills using a variety of training aids. They faced a written 

examination and all candidates scored 100%. 
 

Josh reflected “I can’t believe how much I have learned in such a short time! Loads of hands-on 

practice. I would  recommend this course to anyone who would like to be more confident in an 

emergency”. Successful certification as an emergency first aider lasts for 3 years, Should the 

need arise,  these students will have the confidence to put their learning to good use if called 

upon to do so - before they have to go back and do it all over again! 

Edington Battlefield 
In May 878AD a small Saxon army, led by Alfred the Great, decisively defeated the larger Viking 

army of the Danish war-leader Guthrum. The battle was fought on the high northern edge of 

Salisbury Plain, just above the village of Edington. This term, a group of pupils from St Edwards 

returned to Edington. Their task 

- to work out, using knowledge 

gained in the classroom and by 

observing the ground that the 

battle was fought over, why 

Alfred the Great’s army had 

won. The group walked across 

the actual fields Alfred’s army 

had fought over and learned at 

first- hand how hard it was to 

attack a hill-fort. 
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Assault Course 
 

Our top Education Points winners were rewarded with an end 

of term field trip to one of the UK’s toughest assault courses - 

Henfold Lakes in Surrey.  
 

The boys who chose this opportunity experienced a military 

style safety briefing and warm up exercise from Lead 

Instructor, Wayne. The team then competed in a tug of war 

challenge before attempting the assault course. It really was in 

at the deep end - a series of clay bogs, knee deep water, 

tunnelling and a huge tyre heap to climb.  
 

Next up was ‘River Run’ - a jog through a stream, chest high 

at some points, with climbs up and down the bank and over 

logs. A cargo net climb followed, then a ten metre fireman pole 

with yet another series of trenches, water and rope work.  The 

challenge ended with the ‘Tyre Tunnel Climb’ and an 

intimidating cargo net descent.  
 

The pupils worked incredibly hard to battle through the 

challenge themselves; they also helped and encouraged  each 

other and were commended for their teamwork and effort with 

a medal and wrist band awarded by Wayne. A great day out 

and a partnership we definitely hope to build on in the future. 

St Ed’s  Diner                                                                                   Article submitted by the Student Council 
 

The ‘St Ed’s Diner’ concept has taken Friday lunches to a new level. Locally sourced, fresh and healthy produce is used to reflect 

the meals that young and teenage boys typically enjoy. 
 

Examples include Chip Shop style fish and chips where even the table clothes and condiment containers are in a ‘retro cafeteria’ 

style, surf and turf sandwiches, brunch, imitation Subway, Taco Bell, Pizza Hut, McDonald’s and Kentucky style fried chicken 

have all starred on the menu. 
 

While our individual tastes are catered for each and every day, there is a very strong uptake of the set menu on a Friday.  It’s 

down, of course, not only to the wonderfully presented food but also to the friendliness of the catering staff and those adults who 

sit at tables with pupils making meal time an important and social part of the day.  
 

Recent comments from the pupils serving on the Student Council:  

Connor  – ‘double thumbs up’                                                               Joe  – ‘it’s the sort of food I like the best’ 

Darren – ‘I always look forward to the variation each week’              Kain  – ‘I like all the meals we get every day’ 

Gavin  (staff) – ‘lubbly jubbly’                                                                                       
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Living History: Trench Building Project 
It was said of the British soldier in the Great War that he learned to use a shovel long before he had cause to use his rifle. This 

term, a group of boys travelled to East Sussex to experience this at first hand.  
 

Working with Andy Robertshaw - an internationally renowned historian, author, television presenter and acclaimed expert on the 

Great War - the team divided into 2 work parties. One helped construct the parapet of a front-line fire-bay with sandbags and 

tensioning wire. The second team worked in a communication trench, shaping the sides to receive the A-frames essential to 

prevent collapse and re-constructing the entrance to a dug-out.  
 

The whole team then worked together to in-fill areas of the front-line trench system that required urgent attention. It rapidly 

became clear to our boys that their ancestors’ experience of trench life involved a great deal of tough and physical work.  
 

The day was a resounding success and we plan to return to East Sussex later this term with another group of boys to construct 

a dug-out. 

Winchester Science Centre 
As part of our Top Points activity and 

enrichment incentive, our pupils opted to 

visit the Winchester Science Centre. Pupils 

enjoyed bringing clarity and no little 

amusement to their understanding of 

familiar topics, such as the Electromagnetic 

spectrum. The infrared camera also proved 

a  ‘hot topic’ of discussion back at school.  

We are regular visitors to this amazing 

facility and we never tire of the hands on 

activities and attractions. Our pupils always 

leave wanting to return as the attractions 

are always improving and are regularly 

renewed.  
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Hampshire Football 
St Edward’s put in a fine performance in the first Hampshire football tournament of the 

year, held at ‘Goals’ in Portsmouth. Our Key Stage 3 side won one, drew two and lost 

just once in their pool matches and completed a good day by triumphing in the third 

place play off 3-1.  
 

Our Key Stage 4 side lost their opener - to the eventual winners. However, the boys 

then won every other game to finish runners up.  
 

These performances bode well for our Chelsea FC coaching scheme which runs in the 

weeks leading up to Christmas. After a series of school-based sessions with Chelsea 

coaches, a selected squad of our pupils will train at the Premiership club’s prestige base 

in Cobham, Surrey. 

RIB? What’s a RIB? 
Classroom Points winners took to Southampton Water courtesy of Southampton University’s Oceanography Department. 
 

Using three high powered RIBs (Rigid Inflatable Boats) pupils first practiced close quarter manoeuvres, concentrating hard to control 

the boat whilst a mooring buoy was picked up. Taking account of tide flow, wind direction and engine speed pupils had to complete 

the task successfully. Then it was out into deep water for some high speed manoeuvres and ferry wake surfing. The pupils 

thoroughly enjoyed the day, especially taking control of these powerful boats on the open water and sitting in the bow seat of the 

fastest boat for a white knuckle ride, jumping the waves and buzzing the other boats. Every participant thanked the staff from the 

University for taking the activity and the instructors responded by inviting us on a future trip across the Solent. 


