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St Edward’s School is a charitable trust providing day and residential placements for boys
aged 9 – 18 years who exhibit behavioural difficulties associated with their social,
emotional and mental health. These may be complicated by additional learning difficulties.
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As part of a Functional English course,
Key Stage 4 and Post-16 pupils took
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Amnesty International’s annual ‘Write
for Rights’ initiative.
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Steering clear of the politics behind the
incarcerations, pupils were learning about the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and focusing
primarily on their letter writing skills, in order to bring these people some hope in an otherwise
hopeless situation.
Last year, the ‘Write for Rights’ campaign saw a record-breaking 5 million letters of appeal and
solidarity sent. This year looks to be even more successful, culminating in the release or improved
safety of a number of vulnerable people, throughout the world.
Our students recognised the responsibility that they
had to compose thoughtful, yet sensitive letters and
worked very hard on them; drafting, editing and
even translating them, according to preferences
expressed through the Amnesty case files.
Astonishingly, Ryan and George’s letters of
solidarity to the indigenous peoples in the Peace
River Valley, received a very grateful reply from
their spokesperson, Helen Knott, who described
their letters as, ‘amazing’ and ‘heart-warming.’
The importance that the pupils placed on the task and the pride with which they went about tackling
it was admirable; they realised that their contribution was as worthy as the next and that a beacon
of light in the form of their letter can penetrate the darkest of places and that every person in the
world, including themselves, can make a difference.
“I hope that my letter helps to free
Shawkan.”
“I hope that I have made these
people feel better about the time
they spend behind bars.”
“I am hoping that people will leave
her alone, as she is a human and
has rights. I pray my letter helps
her.”
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It’s Always Possible!
Year 11 pupil, Joe, suggested to the Sports staff that we might set aside a session on the
school lake to ‘Canoe for Kisoboka’.
As a result of Joe’s brilliant idea, pupils took to their boats to raise awareness about the
safety needs of children attending school in Uganda. Many pupils and staff took part in a
‘canoeing relay’ – completing a grand total of 36,356 metres during a morning on our
recently restored Melchet Lake.
The Kisoboka Trust is a Southampton-based charity working in Africa. Trustees, Norman
Martin and Brian Arthur, were at the waterside for the canoeing challenge. The Trust aims
to install essential lightning conductors into the Notre Dame School in Masaka. St
Edward’s has supported numerous projects at Notre Dame including a water collection
plant, new kitchen and sanitation facilities for the children and a farm tools initiative.
‘Kisoboka’ means ‘It is Possible’.
Special thanks to Steve and all at Liquid Logistics for their immense help and close
supervision of this impressive challenge. Steve ensured a wide range of craft and
buoyancy aids were made available to us, enabling pupils and staff of all abilities (and
ages!) to make a contribution. We also received kit donations from the Royal
Lymington yacht Club, thanks to our strong connections there.
Several St Edward’s pupils are accomplished canoeists and they all helped Steve to
ensure excellent stewarding for this wonderful event.
St Edward’s is hoping that local businesses and other interested groups might
‘sponsor’ the efforts of our pupils to canoe for Kisoboka and help us reach our target of
£2500 for the Trust. Details of how to donate are on the school’s web site:
www.melchetcourt.com

Climbing
Keen climbers earned their place on a top points activity.
Having out-climbed other peers and scaled the school’s
Classroom Points system, by making the most of their classes
and lessons, the climbing trip to Calshot Activity Centre proved
the ‘High Point’ of the week. All the boys challenged and
supported each other which turned a great activity into a
fantastic one.
The session was over all too quickly and we all left wanting to
go back and do more. A great success built on great
successes.
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Post 16 BTEC Outing
In September we introduced a new and exciting Post 16 BTEC in Sport and Active Leisure. Current pupils Josh and Ben are
working on various assignments related to the field of sport and active leisure.
Our current topic is about the various job roles and career routes that are available in Sport and Leisure. Both pupils have been
researching and discussing possible jobs specifically focusing on jobs available in a sports leisure centre. To help with their
knowledge and awareness of leisure centres we took a trip to one – the Romsey Rapids.
On arrival the boys asked questions and showed great interest and enthusiasm, so much so that a staff member offered to give
us a tour of the facility, while giving Josh and Ben valuable information about the jobs available, the qualifications required and
plenty of other information that will help when
returning to school to write their assignments.
Josh remarked “After talking about a leisure
centre in class, it helped me to go and see one
for myself. It was good to talk to the staff about
job roles and what type of qualifications are
needed to work there.”
Ben reflected “I have a much better
understanding on the various types of jobs that
are available, some that I had not even thought
about.”
The visit proved valuable to the boys. We hope they
draw on their learning for their assignments.

Anti-Bullying Week 2016
During this year’s Anti-Bullying Week the whole staff team helped pupils focus on many of the sensitive issues associated with
bullying.
Anti-Bullying Week is a nationwide
initiative highlighting the need to tackle
bullying. We now have substantial
resources within our educational and
therapeutic departments at St Edward’s.
This year’s official title was “Power for
Good”, highlighting the worrying
increase in cyber-bullying. We
distributed official anti-bullying
wristbands to pupils and held three
whole-school assemblies addressing the
effects and implications of bullying,
through film and presentation.
In addition, across the curriculum, staff
used many resources - art work,
posters, ICT work, PSHE ‘comic strips’,
discussion groups, role play, quizzes and games within their sessions and lessons to help pupils address the feelings and
emotions underlying bullying. We placed an emphasis on identifying aspects and impact of bullying, including emotional,
physical and cyber. We always support pupils in understanding the roles of both victim and perpetrator, coaching them on how
they can take positive steps to prevent bullying and deal with it effectively, should it ever occur in their environment.
We also wanted to include parents and carers in our whole-school approach to bullying and sent home booklets which help
answer questions and alleviate some of the anxieties connected with bullying. Bullying is a sad and damaging feature of life but
we are determined to ensure that we do all we can, both to safeguard the victim and educate would-be perpetrators.
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Showtime – Motorcycle Live
For pupils with a keen interest in motorcycling, the opportunity to visit the
Motorcycle Live show – the UK’s largest motorcycle show held at the
National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham, was not to be missed! Having
worked hard to earn high education points to merit their places, pupils were
thrilled to see hundreds of bikes and live demos.
The live freestyle motocross show was truly spectacular – riders
performing extreme tricks whilst flying through the air, nearly scraping the
roof! The show of intensely choreographed action packed jumps, full of
lights, lasers and LED –fixed to a heart-pumping soundtrack situated in a
2,000 seated arena made for an awesome event.
With all the leading manufacturers present, the show featured many of the
2017 road, off road and racing motorcycles. The pupils were able to get
close up and sit on the bikes of their dreams.
They also met several professional riders and took the opportunity to get
some tips and autographs.
Many of the stands offer free posters and stickers, which are always a
favourite to collect and bring back to school.
After an amazing day, the journey home gave time to reflect and share
their experiences of a truly memorable activity.

Science
This term, boys in K3B were learning about the structure and function of
different body systems. When considering the differences between animal
and plant cells we decided that it would be a great idea if we made our
own cells.
So we grabbed our images of the cells and off we went to collect the
required materials. The boys thought that water could be used to represent
cytoplasm, and different colour/shape stones could be used to represent
the nucleus, mitochondria and vacuole. Here’s what they came up with…

Blitz Experience
In History, pupils have been learning about the Second World War. We covered Evacuation and Rationing to give pupils an
insight into life for a child during the war years.
Our pupils engaged well in a variety of learning activities, particularly during a lesson on the Blitz. They took part in a drama
activity involving an interactive bombing raid experience. Everyone had to take cover under the tables as an air raid siren sounded
while the deafening roar of Luftwaffe aircraft could be
heard overhead. The boys were so completely
immersed in this task that they asked if they could try it
all again, this time taking photos and videos of their
work to review at the end of the lesson.
The pupils’ readiness to learn from this experience
was outstanding and the work we produced
demonstrated real understanding of what it would have
be like to take refuge in the London Underground,
experiencing an air raid during the Blitz.
Excellent work.
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