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St Edward’s School is a charitable trust providing day and residential placements for boys 
aged 9 – 18 years who exhibit behavioural difficulties associated with their social, 
emotional and mental health. These may be complicated by additional learning difficulties. 
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School lightning conductors project a step closer to completion 
We are raising funds to install lightning conductors in a Catholic high 

school in Uganda. The work will make it safer for children to attend the 

school, which is made up of several buildings containing metal roofing. 

A staff bike ride realised an initial injection of £450, part match-funded by 

the school’s Governors. Independent Listener, Mike Southwell then 

raised over £200 after presenting fascinating talks about his life in the 

Police Force.  
 

Our appeal was also superbly supported by staff, pupils and families at 

our Christmas Melchet Market – our combined efforts raising well over 

£500.  
 

With further donations from a group of local footballers, the fund currently stands at £1650 – well on 

the way to the £2000 required to complete the project. 
 

Thanks to everyone helping us to support Notre Dame School in Masaka County, Uganda – you are 

very kind and much-appreciated by the Kisoboka Trust. 

Gilding the Lily (Well Christmas Reindeer actually) 
For the craft stall at the Christmas Melchet Market, the school’s 

Painting & Decorating students set out to produce something 

special this year.  
 

As part of our charity fundraising we worked with pupils in the 

Design Technology department. Reindeer tree decorations were 

designed and cut out in DT and decorated in our Department. To 

add that special touch, students in Year 11 and 12 were tasked 

to gild the figures with metal leaf.  
 

The blanks were first given a ground colour to simulate a coating 

of clay bole. Once flattened off, these blanks had a carefully 

applied coat of gold size. This special adhesive has to be left to 

set up ready to receive the metal leaf. When the size has the 

correct tack level the leaf is very carefully applied to the size, 

covering the whole surface. Once the surface is covered and left 

to set, the excess metal is softly brushed away using a squirrel 

hair mop to ensure there is no damage to the final finish. The 

reindeer are then lacquered for protection, ready to be sold.  
 

All the students involved worked hard to complete the figures in 

time whilst keeping the quality of the finished product high.  
 

The Students’ Craft Stall realised over £160 for the Kisoboka 

Trust – making all our efforts worthwhile. 
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Golden Gnome 

The last day of the Autumn term  provided a feast of football in our 

annual Christmas football match and the Key Stage 3 pupils, playing in 

blue, secured the trophy for only the second time. They were assisted 

by our post 16 pupils against pupils drawn from Key Stage 4. The blues 

dominated early possession as Blake provided a key link in midfield. 

Josh’s strike from 25 yards was tipped onto the bar by a diving Glenn, 

but Kyle was there to tap in the rebound. Occy equalised for the greys 

with a fine finish but just before half time Josh found Sam who calmly 

finished into the far corner to make it 2-1. The major talking point of the 

second half came when Josh’s fine volley was deflected onto the cross 

bar. Shouts went up for handball while Sam claimed it hit his shoulder. 

Fortunately, Mike Hurd’s pitch side technology captured the exact 

moment on camera and Sam was photographed punching the ball, 

leading to the award  of our first ever digital penalty! Josh slotted it 

home to make it 2-2 and that’s the way it stayed. 

Into penalties and despite saves by Glenn and a goal for Stevie, the 

blues ran out 2-1 winners with goals from Blake and Connor. 

Another fantastic end to a great term of football and we look forward to 

a number of competitive fixtures in 2017. 

Chelsea Training 

This autumn our pupils have been given the opportunity 

to train with professional coaches from Chelsea Football 

Club. Martyn and Jordan, from the Chelsea Foundation, 

led three intensive sessions at school. Pupils performing 

well enough in the sessions - and around school - were 

then given the chance to travel to Cobham, the training 

base for the 2015 Premier League Champions. At 

Cobham our session was led by Jon, one of the centre’s 

coaches. Pupils were put through a vigorous warm up, 

progressing to ball skills, conditioned games and a match 

at the end.  

With a Hampshire tournament, local school fixtures and 

the possibility of a National tournament just on the 

horizon, this initiative has been a timely opportunity for 

pupils to learn and develop their football skills in 

readiness for some big events. 
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Ice Skating  
St Edward’s pupils have made an annual visit to the Winchester 

Cathedral Ice Rink a tradition.  The beautiful evocative setting 

can’t fail to produce the Christmas spirit.   
 

This year was no exception and pupils had huge fun trying to 

stay upright on the ice.  One of our pupils demonstrated true grit 

as he spent most of the afternoon clinging desperately to the 

barrier around the edge of the rink.   
 

Some of the boys proved to be excellent skaters, racing around 

the rink with great confidence. The boys were also helpful 

supporting a member of staff whose skills were a little rusty. 

Rainbow Day 
120  visitors spent a morning filled with an array of 

Christmas themed activities on Rainbow Day – a festive 

Puppet Show, a bouncy castle, green screen photography, 

face painting plus a visit to Santa’s amazing grotto to 

receive a lovely present from the Man himself. Our pupils 

were outstanding throughout supporting children, many of 

whom faced some very challenging disabilities, helping 

them to make the most of their morning with us. 

Topped off with a festive buffet prepared by our wonderful 

catering team, Rainbow Day Christmas 2016 was a great 

success. Thanks to our visitors for your cards and gifts. 

A special message from Father Christmas 
This is certainly the busiest time of my year but I make sure I pay my annual visit to St Edward’s School. It’s a firm date in my 

diary as I like to help support the staff and pupils host their Rainbow Day, which is a brilliant activity event offered to children who 

face a variety of disabilities and other challenges. My grotto was beautifully prepared for the visiting children and looked fantastic. 

I have a special team of elves to help me at the Christmas Rainbow Day. They had clearly been busy preparing presents for 

every child and getting everything ready for all those visiting my grotto. I am thrilled so many children want to meet Father 

Christmas.  
 

With joyful, festive music playing, my elves opened the doors to the grotto and in came 

the children - their eyes sparkling with excitement as they glanced at my grotto for the 

first time. I was ready and waiting for them, sat in my finest red suit. 
 

It was a delight to greet these special children and a delight to hand each and every 

one of them an (early) gift for Christmas. Seeing such happiness in those young faces 

is the reason Christmas is so special.  
 

I thoroughly enjoy my visit to St Edward’s every year - the pupils demonstrate a caring 

and helpful side for others who may be less fortunate than themselves. This day really 

brings out the best in the boys and it’s a reason why I regard this day as one not to 

miss. 
 

So until we meet in 2017,  I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 
 

Best Wishes. 

Father Christmas 
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Scientists all in a spin…… 
To end the school term we challenged each class 

with the same task: 

‘Which wing length will cause our spinners to fall the 

slowest?’ 

Each spinner had to carry a payload of one 

paperclip and was released from the highest indoor 

space in the school. We decided in advance the 

control variables, the independent variable and the 

dependent variable. 

As each class attempted the challenge, the optimum wing length became apparent. 

Interestingly enough, the build quality played a crucial part and Year 11 Tyler’s building skills topped the teacher’s (not for the first 

time) as he successfully constructed the school’s slowest, and therefore most efficient, spinner. 

Congratulations Tyler! 

Go-Karting 

For the pupils who crossed the end of term finishing line with the highest education 

points, a trip to the M4 Karting indoor racing circuit was a winning choice! 

After a full driver safety briefing, the pupils were given their licences and kitted up 

ready for action.  

With the live timing screens, each pupil could follow their progress and discuss 

racing lines to improve their lap times. 

With plenty of high-speed driving and precision overtaking, the pupils quickly 

became immersed in what it might be like to be a future Formula 1 racing driver. 

As the chequered flag waved and the engines cooled, it was time for the three 

fastest drivers to step onto the podium to collect their well-deserved trophies! 

As the pupils discussed their day of karting, a clear theme emerged ….they loved 

it and couldn’t wait to drive again! 

An enormous thank you to the staff at M4 Karting for their hospitality and 

complimentary use of their amazing facility - a remarkably generous gesture.  


