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St Edward’s School is a charitable trust providing day and residential placements for boys 
aged 9 – 18 years who exhibit behavioural difficulties associated with their social, 
emotional and mental health. These may be complicated by additional learning difficulties. 
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The Garden Rooms 
Part of our large horticulture building has been 
transformed from a place where flowers, plants 
and bulbs once grew to a modern nurturing 
learning environment.  

 

We have created two additional learning areas – 
a spacious classroom and a messy play room 
where pupils can be creative with glue, glitter, 
paint and even sewing machines (and 
everything in between!). Pupils also gather in 
this room to enjoy nutritional snacks in each other’s company and re-energise for the rest of the day 
(well at least until lunch!). Pupils can even help with the preparation of the snacks.  
 

Pupils work on the core subjects in the mornings and enjoy more practical subjects in the 
afternoons, helping to facilitate their successful transition through school. 
 

We have already received positive feedback from parents to keep us motivated to make the Garden 
Rooms a success, and a worthy addition to St Edward’s. 
 

“It is lovely to watch my son flourish in his new surroundings.” 
 

“The positive impact on my son since starting at the Garden Rooms has been very 
evident.  He is enjoying coming to school more than ever.” 

Craft Café 
Not only do our pupils enjoy ‘high 
octane’ activities, they can also 
engage in a broader spectrum of 
interests. Several pupils opted to 
visit the craft café and enjoy the 
peace and tranquillity of a creative 
space. Some really impressive 
pieces of craft were produced - to 
the boys’ evident satisfaction. We 
completed our visit with a slice of 
cake – just reward for our creative 
endeavours. 
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Double Exposure 
We are investigating new software in ICT. In particular, how to apply different techniques using Photoshop. We gave pupils a variety 
of images to edit and they used the school DSLR camera to gather their own pictures.  
 

They successfully produced excellent self-portrait images using a technique known as ‘double exposure’. The results were so great 
that they were showcased during our weekly Awards Assembly! 

Jungle Book 
A dull January day was lit up by a visit from the Image Musical Theatre 
Company. This year they performed Jungle Book, written by Rudyard 
Kipling. 
 

Three actors managed to play Mowgli, Ka, Shere Khan, Bagheera and 
Baloo. They also needed seven volunteers to take other parts. There 
was no shortage of offers from the audience and the wolf pack, 
monkeys and deer went off to practise before the show began. 
 

I thought the show was full of good qualities. It was an excellent, lively 
performance. The actors and pupils played well - including Tim from 
the Care Team who always seems to love being in these shows.  
 

I think it is a really good thing this company comes every year because 
a lot of the pupils might not get to see a live theatre performance. This 
way it gives everyone the chance to watch one and maybe have a go 
at acting if they want to.  By Blake (Year 8)      

Music 
Pupils have been working hard to improve their skills 
on the drums, with many of them aiming to accompany 
Mr Bartel, our Headteacher, in the morning 
assemblies. Some pupils are just starting out and 
some are already achieving some fantastic rhythms.  
 

Who said the Xbox was not a musical instrument..? 
Pupils have been developing their fine motor skills and 
their hand-eye coordination, while hopefully building 
their interest in guitars using ‘Guitar Hero’.  
 

Ever heard of ‘Band of Skulls’ - we all have (see the 
article by Year 10 pupil, Glenn) and after an amazing 
morning when we met the band, the buzz in the Music 
Room is back in motion following the introduction of 
five new guitars. Let the band begin! 
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Everybody needs a Boost! 
To give all of our pupils every chance of success in the curriculum, they undertake a very 
straight forward screening on admission day.  
 

This gives us comprehensive data about pupils; individual areas of strength and need with 
regard to - visual memory & auditory-verbal memory, phonic reading skills, phonological 
processing ability, single word reading, sentence reading, spelling and reasoning. With this 
information, teachers can be advised about what works best with each of our pupils. 
 

At St Edward’s our SENCO is conscious that effective support has to be part of a whole-
school approach. One example of this is the way we pride ourselves on promoting a love of 
reading. 

 

We use Accelerated Reader programme as part of our 
daily Booster lessons; a time when everyone ‘downs 
tools’ and picks up their favourite book. Once 
completed, fun online quizzes help us to assess 
attainments in reading and guide pupils as to what to 
read next!  
 

We have enjoyed a huge level of success and the school is full of pupils without an aversion 
to reading for pleasure. In fact, as you walk around the school at break times, finding pockets 
of pupils sat together reading is becoming a common sight! 

A Taste of India  
Pupils earned the opportunity to discover a little about the intricacies of Indian cuisine 
during a visit to a local restaurant. 
 

The Tandoori Chef, Shaheed, gave up his free time to show us how he creates beautiful 
dishes with deep flavours and amazing colours in his food.   
 

We each chose a dish from the menu and Chef created them in front of us, showing us 
how he blends and cooks various spices to produce the individual flavours. 
 

He also prepared and cooked us naan bread in an ultra-hot tandoor oven. 
 

Shaheed’s generosity in cooking for us was repaid in full as our diners enjoyed his dishes 
to the full. 

Living Rainforest  
As part of our reward and enrichment programme at St Edward’s we gave our pupils the opportunity to visit the Living Rainforest 
in West Berkshire. 
 

The glasshouses were alive with flora and fauna ranging from tree dwelling reptiles, butterflies, a sloth and a resident armadillo. 
There were too many species and varieties to name. Our pupils quizzed our tour guide who led us on a bespoke tour which 
highlighted the special adaptations that the plant and animals evolved to sustain living in a rainforest. 
 

One of our many pleasant surprises was meeting a tree 
dwelling duck! 
 

“My favourite was the armadillo, he was meant to be yellow 
but he was covered in mud from digging a new home every 
week.”  
Steven (Year 10) 
 

“I loved the pygmy capuchins. They are so tiny but live for 
up to 15 years”  
Josh (Year 12) 
 

“Seeing all the animals up close was the best bit”  
James (Year 6) 
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Rock Workshop 
 

In January we received a visit from Emma and Russell - 
two members of Band of Skulls.  
 

During Thought for the Day,  Mr Holmes showed a clip of 
the band performing live at Knebworth House until the 
video suddenly disappeared from the screen. Then Larry 
(our Head) wandered off to see what was going on and out 
of nowhere came the two members of the band. 
 

They were immediately applauded by the school - most of 
whom weren’t expecting that to happen.  Russell and 
Emma performed a couple of songs for the school.  After 
each song they were applauded appreciatively by the 
pupils.  Larry mentioned that there would be two 
workshops for pupils later that morning so that St 
Edward’s School could get to know a little bit more about 
them. 
 

Most of the classes came up with some pretty good 
questions to ask Emma and Russell.  The classes were 
split - one group went at 9.45 and the other at 11.45.   
 

Russell and Emma were two very interesting people to 
meet and lots of great comments were made to say how 
incredible they were.  One pupil from the first workshop 
described their music as awesome. 
 

It was great to meet Russell and Emma, they were 
amazing that morning.  It is not very often that we get a 
band to visit our school who are so talented.   
 

A big thank you to Mr Holmes and Ashraf for the Thought 
for the Day and organising it.   
 

It is quite rare that we get to meet people like Russell and 
Emma who rocked up our school on Tuesday.  We will 
hopefully get to see them again soon.  Their music was 
brilliant and they are a cool bunch of people. 
 

By Glenn (Year 10) 

10,000 Reasons to Hope 
“We ourselves need to see, and then enable others to see, that migrants and refugees…are brothers and sisters to be welcomed, 
respected and loved.”  Pope Francis 
 
St Edward’s is a school that aims to enable young people to make 
positive changes in their lives. The RS Department invited pupils, staff 
and families to take part in an international project designed to send a 
message of hope and solidarity to migrants and refugees around the 
world. Our chosen symbol was the Lampedusa Cross, made by an 
Italian carpenter to commemorate the loss of 311 Eritrean and Somali 
refugees in a shipwreck off the coast of Lampedusa in Italy in October 
2013. We wrote messages of hope on individual cards that were posted 
to a Catholic charity which duly sent them on to refugee camps around 
the world. In this way, we encourage our pupils to identify with the poor 
and the marginalised. 


