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St Edward’s School is a charitable trust providing day and residential placements for boys 
aged 9 – 18 years who exhibit behavioural difficulties associated with their social, 
emotional and mental health. These may be complicated by additional learning difficulties. 
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Amp-ing it up in Science! 
 

By way of reward for completing class projects, experiments and assessments, Year 9 wanted to 
put form to the sound waves that they had been studying. 
 

The result was quite extraordinary. As a group, they tasked 
themselves with different roles to achieve their goal. Some 
researched a suitable sound frequency generator, whilst others 
created the perfect recipe for the Non-Newtonian fluid that would 
be used in our project. Some had to rewire and make compatible  
electrical components. Others completed research that would 
ultimately decide which sound frequency would give the best 
examples. 
 

This was only made possible by the quick response of staff 
asked to donate old sound systems and speakers to assist our 
project. 

An Outstanding School 
 

Ofsted’s Social Care Inspection Team judged St Edward’s as an 
outstanding school. The inspection report describes the school’s 
provision in the most complimentary terms. Pupils’ impressions 
and views are reflected throughout the report. The team here 
was thrilled that their efforts to enable pupils to succeed and 
enjoy their school days were reflected so positively in the report. 
Thanks to all pupils, parents, carers, staff and governors for the 
high degree of support shown for this very special school. 

Key Stage 3 DT 
 

Pupils have been encouraged to produce artefacts of very high quality that reflect their interests 
and hobbies.  
 

They have all used mahogany (a premium, rare and expensive rainforest wood) to impart the 
correct feeling and look of a bespoke piece of work. In order to produce the high gloss finish they 
have spent many hours sanding, varnishing, re-sanding and re-varnishing their work. 
 

We think you will agree that these are beautiful examples of work, that pupils should be incredibly 
proud of. 
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As part of an annual initiative from engage in their future, St Edward’s pupils were once again invited to get 
inspired and enter The National Creative Awards. These awards provide a unique opportunity for students from 
engage member schools to express their creativity by writing a poem, a short story or by taking a photo around a 
particular theme. This year’s theme was ‘dreaming’ and as expected our pupils have absolutely given their all to 
the competition in a number of ways, across an array of subjects, with a variety of staff! 

My Dream Job 
 

Based on the theme of ‘dreaming’, pupils were asked to translate their dream jobs 
from letters into numbers during their Maths lessons; creating calculations for others 
to solve in order to reveal what their dream job is! 
 

With digital media being such an influential part of everyday life, we transformed the 
pupils’ work from paper into a digital video animation. Now that the work is digital, it 
has the means of travelling around the world in an instant, making it a fun and 
practical element of the pupils’ learning experience. 

Dreaming - A subconscious battle  
 

In English, KS4 pupils were encouraged to turn their hand to poetry; a genre that 
has seen great success in previous years’ awards. The pieces were to consist of at 
least two stanzas and were to represent two sides of their subconscious. One 
narrator was to embody negativity and the self-doubt that their lives would end up in 
a nightmarish future, but the other verse was a retort to this and was full of 
aspiration and hope, courage, and a determination to better themselves and achieve 
their dreams. 
 

From Ryan’s grime battle with himself, to George’s haunting internal conflict about 
the fears of a young soldier at war and Bailey’s starkly honest concerns about his 
immediate future, they were all incredible efforts.  
 

To add a photographic edge to their written work, ICT teacher, Kristian Barton helped 
the pupils manipulate their digital images to reflect the subconscious struggle that 
they had produced in their poetry. These images are fantastic in their own right, but 
also act as a powerful accompaniment to their poems. 

Ryan you don’t even have the heart of a lion. 
I aint a liar when I say this. 
Your life will never be bliss,  
Your girl won’t even give you a kiss. 
 
When my life is a bliss mate, 
I won’t be late for a date with her.  
I’ll buy my girl a wedding ring and I aint gonna listen to you. 
Cos you’re mean and this aint a nightmare it’s my dream.  
 

Ryan aka ‘The Watcher’ – Yr 10 

National Creative Awards 
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Dreaming Banner! 
 

Tom Hillon, our KS2 and 3 Art teacher, gave the pupils their biggest challenge – 
literally! They were tasked with designing and working collaboratively to paint a 
huge banner. Pupils worked hard on their ideas in Art and some were eventually 
shortlisted. The final banner was actually an amalgamation of several ideas, 
such was the calibre of the drafts. Pupils and staff came together in an awesome 
display of teamwork to complete the vibrant and impressive 3x10m banner.  
 

Having been the centrepiece of our display at the engage South/South East 
Regional Conference, it continues to hang proudly in the gymnasium as a lasting 
reminder to all the boys involved, of their creativity and ability to come together to 
produce something very special. 
 

The National Creative Awards present the perfect opportunity for our pupils to 
participate. Becoming involved in large initiatives and achieving, whether it being 
from a sense of accomplishment at having produced something original, working 
with others, or placing in the final awards themselves, is of vital importance to 
their sense of self and perception of themselves as valuable members of society. 
We try to ensure that it’s a worthwhile experience for all involved and are so 
proud of every pupil that took part. It leaves us only to wonder what next year’s 
theme may be? 

engage In Their Future National Football Tournament 
 

Premier League leaders Chelsea Football Club hosted 
the engage In Their Future national football tournament 
at their training base in Cobham. Eight teams 
represented the regional groups, with schools travelling 
from as far afield as Bradford and Bristol to be part of the 
tournament.  
 

A series of 0-0 draws in the pool stage took St Edward’s 
through to the cup semi-finals. Two minutes of madness 
resulted in the only two goals the team conceded all day 
and a disappointing semi-final exit from the competition.  
 

But there is great hope for the future as the St Edward’s 
team featured only one year 11 pupil, with the rest of the 
team predominantly made up of year 8 & 9 pupils. With 
the tournament looking likely to be bigger next year, 
more fixtures on the horizon, our own Chelsea training 
scheme growing and the Melchet Cup in the summer, we 
have a great deal of optimism for football at St Edward’s! 
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Melchet and the Imperial War Museum 
 

A visit from the Imperial War Museum’s education officer revealed an extraordinary link. The last 
private owner of Melchet Court, Sir Alfred Mond, lived here from around 1910 until his death in 
1930.  A patron of the arts, he served as First Commissioner of Works in the government from 
1916 until 1921. 
 

On 5th March 1917, Sir Alfred petitioned Parliament to establish a museum that would record the 
horrific events of the Great War. The museum would constitute a lasting tribute to those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in that dreadful conflict. 
So, on 6th March this year, the school commemorated the one hundredth anniversary of Sir 
Alfred’s famous petition. In a solemn ceremony, we recalled the Mond family’s efforts to provide 
nursing and convalescence at Melchet Court for members of the military, injured during the 
conflict. 
 

We also reflected how the house and gardens that he treasured, cared for and greatly improved, 
have survived to provide an outstanding provision of its type in 2017. 

The Twits at the Theatre! 
 

As you may have read in the previous newsletter our Year 6 pupils have been 
studying Roald Dahl’s ‘The Twits’.  
 

As a reward for the pupils’ positive engagement and effort in the topic, we visited 
the Nuffield Theatre in Southampton to see an adaption of the story. The pupils 
both thoroughly enjoyed the brilliantly funny show and recognised key parts of 
the text they had in fact acted out themselves in class! This proved to be an 
excellent finish to our work in Literacy and both pupils ended the trip asking, 
“When can we go to the theatre again?”.  
 

‘I really liked Mr Twit’s character and the Roly Poly Bird on stilts!’ James - Yr 6 
 

‘The characters were really funny!’ Jay - Yr 6 

Ancient Technology Centre 
 

The Ancient Technology Centre in Dorset offers our pupils a unique opportunity to immerse themselves in the Dark Ages. In 
March we took over the Viking longhouse; a faithful copy of the longhouses built by Viking invaders back in the 9th and 10th 
centuries. Using traditional tools and building techniques, the ATC staff have created a fantastically realistic base within which we 
cook over open fires, relax and listen to some of the great sagas of the Viking Age. 
 

During the day, our boys were set the task of learning two specific skills. These included log-splitting, fire-making and pole-
lathing. After a hearty lunch, cooked in the open fire-pit of the longhouse, we got together for a group photograph which perfectly 
captures the enjoyment and engagement of both pupils and staff in this incredible learning opportunity. 


