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Inside this issue
we look at how
our pupils are
becoming
‘Agents of
Change’;

We look at the
fantastic work
completed
during
Anti - Bullying
week;

Cover the hard
work undertaken
in History and
English this
term;

And reflect on
the first term of
one of our new
members of
staff.
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St Edward’s School is a charitable trust providing day and residential placements for
boys aged 9 – 18 years who experience behavioural difficulties associated with their
social, emotional and mental health. These may be complicated by additional learning
difficulties.

Trees of Hope

St Edward’s takes it’s spiritual guidance from Clifton Diocese. Bishop Declan has recently launched
the Year of Mission at Clifton Cathedral, with the publication of his vision,
‘A Future Full of Hope’.
Whilst our community is multi-denominational, our pupils are encouraged to
strengthen their own moral compass and in doing so conduct themselves in a
manner that reflects the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development that
we guide them towards as a staff team; embracing a more positive selfperception, as well as reaching out to others less fortunate than themselves.
This Advent, we have taken the lead from the Diocese and asked pupils to
consider themselves as ‘Agents of Change’. Using Christmas decorations,
they were challenged to consider their aspirations; not necessarily with regards to employment, but
about the type of person they’d like to become in the future. They thought long and hard as to how to
become the best version of themselves that they can be and in doing so, make their lives and the
lives of those around them, a happier one. The results were nothing short of inspirational.
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Anti-Bullying Week: ‘All Different. All Equal’
Every week is anti-bullying week at St Edward’s, but we shone a light on it this term as we marked national Anti-Bullying Week
2017.
Amongst our cross-curricular activities we also marked the event with ‘Odd Socks Day’; where
pupils and staff alike wore odd socks as well as collaborating on a whole school ‘odd sock’ art
project! In PE pupils even wore odd socks to play a game of football which was played in great
spirit.
Across the school, activities were designed to engage pupils in a dialogue about bullying and
the manner in which we choose to treat those around us. The message was simple: be proud of
who you are and be accepting of one another.
In The Garden Rooms classes, our pupils were asked to think of
adjectives that best described two very different pictures. This tied in
nicely with their literacy work, helped them to read body language
and facial expressions, but ultimately challenged them to put themselves in the shoes of others and
empathise with victims of bullying, whilst identifying what healthy friendships should look like.
In Maths, pupils continued their topic of learning by creating
tessellations with shapes of their choosing. They worked creatively to
translate and rotate their shapes. It became a cross-curricular lesson as
pupils then wrote a short story to explain how their tessellation reflected
bullying.
‘I used two different colours and two shapes. These worked very well together, because
when we work together, life is easier.’ Freddie
The Coach House Team, who provide our therapeutic service, focussed on the well-loved
children’s book ‘Elmer’ by David McKee, which identifies the positives in being different. Many
of our pupils designed their own patchwork elephant to illustrate this theme. The team also
supplied each pupil with a wrist band to remind them of the week’s theme.
Our independent living class worked on antonyms, or a word that has the opposite meaning to
another word. When applied to the Anti – Bullying theme ‘All Different, All Equal’, they were able
to compare the way that a victim of bullying may feel to someone who has positive
relationships. They also took the opportunity to watch and discuss some short films on the topic
supplied by the Anti-Bullying Alliance; showing a great level of interest and talking about
genuine concerns in a mature and sensitive fashion.
In ICT, pupils focused on Cyber-Bullying and the effect that this
has on both victim and victimiser. This led onto broader topics,
where they focussed on E-Safety, the ways and means that
people employ to bully others in the modern world and ways to keep themselves safe online. Pupils
designed simple yet effective Cyber-Bullying logos in Photoshop to accompany their written work.
St Edward’s has a zero-tolerance approach to bullying and our pupils enjoy being part of a safe and
tolerant community, where difference is celebrated and valued. This year’s Anti-Bullying Week just served
to strengthen the message further and proved the perfect vehicle for our pupils to participate in a national
initiative. Following on from such a great week we are already looking forward to next year’s theme!
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Garden Rooms History - Historical Houses.
During History in the Garden Rooms we have been learning about the changes in Britain between the Stone and Bronze Age.
Pupils have immersed themselves in the topic and shown great enquiry skills in order to identify why they think people lived in
this way so long ago. They have considered the living conditions and built some
fantastic model houses, based on their understanding of the time periods. The boys
were tasked with selecting their own materials based on their historical knowledge and
then took to building their prehistoric
houses. In addition, pupils have enjoyed
taking part in other practical activities
including a history time tunnel building clay
models of Stonehenge and producing cave
paintings. This task was completed using
Stone Age methods: mud and sticks!
The topic was rounded off with a trip to the
Ancient Technology Centre where pupils
were able to see real life versions of these
historical houses.
“Building the houses was fun! It was a nice way to learn about the Stone Age.”
Year 7 pupil.
“The time tunnel was really interesting, I felt like I was like going back in time.” Year 7 pupil.
“I really liked making the Stonehenge models.” Year 9 pupil.
“It was good to learn about how people used to live.” Year 8 pupil.

Ancient Technology Centre
On two separate occasions this autumn pupils visited the Ancient Technology Centre in Dorset. Living in the Viking longhouse
for the day, our boys were given a series of tasks to do that mirrored the kind of jobs people in the 9th Century would have done
during the winter months.
Pupils were given instruction in how to construct a wattle fence using thick hazel and ash branches. They learned how hard it is
to dig into chalky soil to excavate the floor of a stone age thatched shelter and made fire
using flint and steel. Finally, they were given instruction in how to use a pole-lathe, a
craft skill used by woodsmen for thousands of years - before the coming of
electricity - to turn and shape wood.
At lunchtime, they ate food prepared
the traditional way over open
log-fires, rounding off the day with
some basic instruction in fighting
techniques from the Dark Ages. As a
school, we are committed to making
learning fun and therefore hope to
work with the ATC staff again in the
very near future!
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Working on War Horse!
Pupils in Years 8 and 9 began their English studies this year by losing themselves in Michael
Morpurgo’s modern classic, ‘War Horse’. Narrated from an unusual perspective, the book tells a
powerful story of humanity and friendship that touches people of all ages.
Following a lesson understanding the author’s craft pupils were tasked with rewriting an extract
written in the third person, into the first person perspective of the soldiers. There were some
impressive results, as pupils explored powerful adjectives, emotions and sensory description…
‘The horses calmed down as they saw the shore, but us on the other hand were petrified. We heard
screams and saw men bleeding out as medics tried to save their friends and comrades. I smelled
the smell of decaying flesh and not even the cigar I was smoking could block it out. At this moment
in time I had one thing on my mind. Survive.’ Ben.
‘We drank and danced, sang and laughed. Every time a wave crashed into the boat, the horses
would whine and myself and a few others would go to comfort them by patting them and stroking
their manes.’ Blake.
‘Then my heart was sinking deep inside me. The cheering stopped. We stopped
laughing, got onto our horses and made our way slowly off the boat.’ Josh.
‘I was feeling happy, because we were going to defeat the Germans. My great
horse wasn’t feeling too happy, as we weren’t on steady ground…I spoke to my
friend who was feeling confident. He said that the war would be over before we
even docked!’ Liam.
‘As I walked around deck of the ship, I almost laughed as two soldiers had an
argument. It was ironic. I was going into battle the Germans and we were fighting
already…We started disembarking. The rest of the guys were silent and sullen.
There was a bitter taste in my mouth.’ Matthew.

First impressions
As we approach Christmas and the end of my first term at St Edward’s I
thought I might offer some first impressions.
Of the seven educational settings I have taught in, this staff team is the
friendliest, most helpful and supportive that I have encountered. All schools
have a published ethos or mission statement which sets out their academic
and pastoral aspirations. At St Edward’s the spiritual, moral and caring
approach is second to none.
The boys are able to show compassion for others and make genuine amends
when they have upset their peers or adults. Our Christmas initiative that our
boys can be “agents for change” is a really powerful message. As we know,
the world is far from perfect or fair and I hope that our boys use what they learn here to help create a fairer world.
Oh – and about the maths! No one likes change but the boys have adapted well to my style of teaching and have produced some
really pleasing work. My expectations are high for every child I teach and the boys have impressed me with their desire to
succeed.
Good luck for 2018 - Tony Twigg, Teaching Team
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