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Inside this issue
we look at the
blessing
bestowed by
Pope Francis;

Our recent visit
from Ofsted;
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St Edward’s School is a charitable trust providing day and residential placements for
boys aged 9 – 18 years who experience behavioural difficulties associated with their
social, emotional and mental health. These may be complicated by additional learning
difficulties.

St Edward’s receives a Papal Blessing
From the Vatican, 27th November 2017
‘His Holiness Pope Francis has received your letter, and he has asked me
to reply in his name. He thanks you for writing to him about St Edward’s
School and your efforts to share the Gospel.
The Holy Father offers the assurance of his prayers for you and
your school community. To all of you he willingly imparts his Apostolic
Blessing, as a pledge of joy and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ.
I am pleased to enclose a crucifix which his Holiness has blessed.’

Cover the hard
work going on in
P.E. and
Science;

Look at the
recent visit from
Image Theatre
and some
feathered
friends;

Develop our
understanding of
the plight of
others through
our work with
Amnesty
International;

And take a look
at the food on
offer at St
Edward’s.

St Edward’s is a school where the values and principles that move us, that shape the way we work
with our young people, are profoundly influenced by the beliefs of the Catholic Church. We believe
we are part of a global family, that all people matter, that we should show solidarity with those in
need: the poor, the sick and the marginalised. With that in mind, I wrote a letter to Pope Francis in
Rome telling him what our school is like, about our pupils and staff and what it is like to work in such
a special place with such special people. I asked for his Blessing on the school, for our staff, pupils
and parents. Above is the response from Rome.
I am sure you will derive great satisfaction, as we do, from the knowledge that our work
here has the blessing and support of Pope Francis himself. Stephen Whelan, Head of R.E.

Image Theatre
We were enthralled by the Image Musical Theatre’s live performance of Kenneth Grahame’s Tales of
the River Bank, the Open Road and The Wild
Wood. The three actors managed to cover a
plethora of parts in this vibrant musical production.
We followed the lives of loyal friends Mole, Ratty
and Badger in their attempts to help the exuberant
Mr Toad become a better creature. The costumes
were realistic, the set ingenious and the music by
Robert Hyman, mesmerising!
Ten pupils enthusiastically took part. Their singing
and dancing excelled but most importantly they
looked like they were having loads of fun chasing Ratty round the stage. One of the pupils
commented that, “It was good, it was great acting and a good story to it. I thought that it was the best
show the school has seen. Acting in the show was really, really, really fun”.
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Write for Rights
As part of a letter writing unit, pupils took on the task of writing letters of solidarity to
prisoners of conscience through Amnesty International’s, annual ‘Write for Rights’
initiative.
Pupils learnt about the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and focused on their
letter writing skills, in order to bring these people some hope in an otherwise hopeless
situation.
Last year, the ‘Write for Rights’ campaign saw a record-breaking 5 million letters of
appeal and solidarity sent. This year it looks to be even more successful, culminating
in the release or increased safety of a number of vulnerable people, throughout the
world.
From Clovis Razafimalala, a
Madagascan environmental activist,
imprisoned on trumped up charges, to
Sakris Kupila of Finland, who is
currently being denied legal gender
recognition; they were all deserving of
our solidarity.
Our students recognised the responsibility that they had to compose thoughtful, yet
sensitive letters and worked very hard on them; drafting, editing and even
translating them, according to preferences expressed through the Amnesty case files. Some messages were emailed, others
sent into the ‘Twittersphere’, whilst most were posted by more conventional means!
The importance that the pupils placed on the task and the pride with which they went about tackling it was admirable; all pupils
realized that their contribution was as worthy as the next. That a beacon of light in the form of their letter can penetrate the
darkest of places and that every person in the world, including
themselves, can make a difference.
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Gold Coins
At the end of the Christmas term
pupils were able to partake in a
whole host of festive activities and
Science was no exception. The
pupils took part in a little festive
chemistry.
Pupils added magical Christmas
spirit to their lesson by turning
copper coins into silver and gold
coins, which added a little class to
their. . . class! To do this the pupils heated some sodium zincate and added their freshly
cleaned coins to the solution. Then they waited to see what would happen. . . Behold! Silver
coins! But this was not the end of the story. Once heated over our Bunsen burners they once
again changed the chemistry of the coins, turning them gold!
They also discovered that zinc is a silver colour and bronze is a gold colour.
Doing chemistry for fun was a nice ‘change’! A great way to round off the term and reward the boys for their hard work!

Science Museum
This term our Year 7 class took a trip to the Science Museum in London
as part of their science curriculum. Needless to say, the trip was ‘out of
this world’. They were thrilled at the size and scale of the space craft and
models that were on display. The pupils seized the opportunity to discover
new and exciting scientific facts!
Not only did they
enjoy the inspiring
phenomenon on
display, they also took the opportunity to ride the Red Arrows 3D ride and
view the awesome show on one of Europe’s largest 3D IMAX screens.
“I had a great day. I remember learning about stem cells and how new
skin can be made for hurt people. The Red Arrows simulator was really
fun. I would love to go again.” James.
A perfect way to consolidate our learning this half term. Well done boys!

Care Ofsted
In November we had a visit from Ofsted to look at the Care provision within the school. We received an Outstanding. It is always
rewarding to have the hard work of our pupils and staff rewarded with such a grading.
“Young people develop positive self-esteem and confidence as they explore and discover their individual abilities and skills. They
all aspire to achieve their best.”
“Young people make outstanding progress in their emotional, social and physical well-being.”
“Staff develop exceptional relationships with young people; this enables young people to talk about and share their worries,
anxieties and concerns.”
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Trampoline
Students have spent the last two half terms working on their
Health Related Fitness (HRF) Projects and trampoline skills in
P.E. Some records have fallen in the HRF whilst students have
also had the chance to complete proficiency awards set by
British Gymnastics ranging from Level 1 to 15.
The degree of difficulty increases steadily and each level has its
own set routine to be performed at a high standard. Josh is our
highest achiever so far.
He has completed Level 12 which required a four somersault
routine as well as straight Baranis, piked and straight back
somersaults!
Pupils have been highly motivated by the awards and progress across the board has been impressive. Fantastic effort!

Red Kites at Melchet
As a school community we are fortunate enough to be surrounded by wonderful countryside and
farmland. The pupils get to see and hear lots of wild and domesticated animals on an almost
daily basis. Cows and calves, sheep and lambs with the odd alpaca thrown in for good measure.
Deer are a regular feature and the presence of badgers is evident although seldom the elusive
Brock is seen. A glimpse of Mr Fox can also be caught if out and about quietly. Buzzards are
regularly seen flying over and around the building, but this week, the last week of February,
despite and maybe because of the extremely cold and snowy weather we were privileged to
have a Red kite, possibly two visiting - we are hoping they will like it and decide to stay although
the resident crows that reside in our beautiful chimney pots may not be so keen!
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‘FULL’ of Praise
Here’s a little something to get your teeth into…
We often focus on activities and enrichment opportunities both inside and
outside the classroom in the newsletters but the most popular activity for a
school full of active souls is eating! This will come as no surprise to the pupils
and staff here but just take a moment to see the delights that are served here
on a daily basis. Ask anyone that frequents the dining hall and they will be full
of praise.
It is said that, ‘the proof of the pudding is
in the eating’, well, the regular proof is
always served hot, fresh and healthy.

“I’m blessed with a great team that
loves to make the best food possible,
every day.” Sarah, Catering manager.
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