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Headmaster’s Welcome
The last twelve months have been unprecedented for our community and wider society. 
We have endured months of lockdown, remote learning and extended periods of 
isolation.  Therefore, as we begin to emerge from the horrors of this awful pandemic, it 
gives me cause to be optimistic about the life of our school.  I would like to commend 
pupils and staff for the way they have conducted themselves during this difficult time. The 
shift from real world learning to online learning was almost seamless. I know it was hard 
for many pupils, but the way they engaged with their learning was testimony to their 
growing resilience.

During this time, many of our pupils were also preparing for public examinations. Their 
resilience and willingness to work with their teachers is noteworthy. They remained 
committed to their studies right through the early part of the Summer Term and their hard 
work was rewarded on results day. On an individual level, Ben Cave achieved grade 9 in all 
his subjects. The other impressive headline was the 100% pass rate in all entered subjects, 
with Maths and English achieving some outstanding results.

The boys, who did so well last year, worked hard and were prepared to ask for help when 
they were unsure of how to proceed. I would encourage all pupils in years 11 and 12, who 
will be assessed this year, to continue to work hard and listen to the advice of their 
teachers, who will do all they can to help them succeed.

Thank you to all those who have contributed to this latest edition of our 
newsletter and I warmly recommend it to members of our community.

Mr Graham Maher
Headmaster
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The Recovery Curriculum was a great 
success and concluded with a 
celebratory assembly on Friday 2nd 
October. It sought to ‘lift the mask of 
fear and disenfranchisement’ and help 
our pupils to process and heal from the 5 
losses of routine, structure, friendships, 
opportunity and freedom.

At St Edward’s, relationships underpin 
everything that we do ordinarily. Due to 
the hard work of the teams throughout 
this crisis, we had good reason to be 
optimistic. During the phased return, 
our pupils had not returned to us full of 
resentment, as the bonds had not been 
entirely broken. But the crisis 
continued and the pupils needed a 
period of adjustment.

Whilst we cannot deny their lived 
experience, we have walked alongside 
them, albeit largely remotely,  as much 
as we were able to or as much as they 
would allow us to. To that end, our 
Recovery Curriculum struck a balance 
between recognising the impact of the 
pandemic and the pupils’ time away 
from school, but did not dwell too 
heavily upon it; it helped them process 
their experience, but did not constantly 
remind them of their trauma. We used 
the curriculum to re-establish a sense 
of safety as a community and began to 
rebuild their resilience.

Transitioning Back to School

Pupils would require a visual 
representation of their return to school 
and an introduction to the measures 
that the school had taken to keep them 
safe. A short film on the school YouTube 
channel showed pupils what the school 
looked like and gave them a sense of the 
social distancing measures in place, e.g. 
a point of view perspective of a pupil 
arriving in their taxi and being 
approached to have their temperature 
taken. 

It communicated a sense of welcome 
and also safety. It acknowledged that 
things had changed, but reaffirmed the 
importance of everybody’s well-being.

A Needs Led Response

 ‘The Bridge’ SharePoint was created 
with a specific Covid-19 Support page. 
The page invited pupils to complete 
a, ‘Return to School Wellbeing Form’, 
provided links to the Calm Zone toolbox, 
a ‘Help with Feelings’ page, coronavirus 
facts, useful tips in respect of managing 
anxiety and digital copies of the depart-
ment’s, ‘Think Well Feel Well’ booklet 
sent to all pupils during our period of 
remote teaching and learning. 

Other resources were used, including 
the Blob Guide to Social Distancing, The 
Little Tin of Coronavirus Worries and 
The Mental Wellbeing Toolkit for Mental 
Health Leads. Pupils needing the most 
support were identified and an 
integrated approach planned and 
delivered by The Bridge team.

The Recovery Curriculum
Life After Lockdown
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Teaching and Learning

Pupils were not going to be ‘returning 
to the same page’. To that end, teachers 
considered the 5 Pedagogical Levers 
identified in Professor Barry Carpenter’s 
construct:

Relationships: They reached out to 
pupils. This is a relationship-based 
profession and they were asked to 
remind themselves what called them to 
this vocation.

Community: The community was 
encouraged toengage, listen, understand 
and grow together.

Metacognition: Teaching was 
explicitly ‘scaffolded’ to help pupils grow 
in confidence as learners. 

Teachers focused on the role of Executive 
Functioning and aimed to build a culture 
of metacognition and self-reflection 
in respect of pupils’ learning, through 
questioning, assessment dialogue and 
classroom displays.

Transparent Curriculum: Teachers 
co-constructed and had a personalised 
response to planning to show pupils that 
they were helping them to address the 
gaps.

Space:  Pupils were helped to 
rediscover their self-image, self-esteem 
and self-concept; taking advantage of our 
extensive grounds for self-reflection and 
counsel.

The Speech and Language Therapist 
(SaLT) provided us with avenues to 
teach/familiarise/display new keywords 
in pupils’ vocabularies, e.g. social 
distancing, bubble, furlough etc.

Whole School Themes

The Recovery Curriculum ran for 4 full 
school weeks, finishing on Friday 2nd 
October. From Monday 7th September 
we introduced one whole school theme 
per week and it was woven into all 
aspects of school life, from the morning 
Thought for the Day assembly, dialogue 
in less structured time and across every 
curriculum subject. The themes were as 
follows and in this order:

Worries (friends, schoolwork and family)
Emotions (anger, sadness, 
disappointment)
Positives (gratitude, determination, 
creativity)
The Future (plans, aspirations, exams)

This was not a tick box exercise. We 
were going to get one chance to get 

this right for our pupils and we did. The 
Recovery Curriculum was meaningful and 
effective. It took considerable planning in 
addition to our annual curriculum 
frameworks. The Recovery Curriculum 
was not about going ‘off timetable’. It 
was about opening the door to 
opportunities for our pupils to think, 
engage in dialogue and begin to process 
their experience.

All staff thought creatively about how 
they could engage pupils in the four 
weekly themes, irrespective of the role 
they play in school. Academic subjects 
were taught, but they became vehicles 
for dialogue and reflection as to the 
pupils’ shared experiences.

Evidence of staff and pupil engagement 
in the themes across all aspects of school 
life and the curriculum were recorded 
and collated for the Headmaster’s 
morning celebration on Friday 2nd 
October. This was our chance to reflect 
on the efficacy of The Recovery 
Curriculum and signified closure, as this 
chapter of shared trauma ended. We all 
began to make the next steps away from 
the worries and emotions explored in 
the opening fortnight and towards the 
positivity and futures that we had begun 
to envisage in the final themes.

Life After Lockdown



Pastoral Care

The Pastoral Care Team were directed 
to use the space we are blessed with 
when counselling pupils who were in 
crisis. In the same manner in which we 
had embedded walks into Summer term 
timetable, we continued to utilise the 
grounds to optimise the opportunity for 
pupils to experience a sense of freedom 
and reflect.

The Pastoral Care Team had been inviting 
all parents and pupils to visit the school 
by appointment with the Duty Senior, to 
walk the grounds at the weekends and 
throughout the summer holidays.

Whole School and staff 
wellbeing

Each pupil and staff member needed to 
contribute to the narrative around our 
lived experience. Head of Design 
Technology, Mark Holmes designed a 
reflective piece that marks the 
experience. This is a water feature and 
piece of concept art that invites pupils 
and staff to take a moment of reflection 
and represents a moment of adversity 
that we have all overcome together.

See page 09
 

It was important that we acknowledged 
that staff have all carried the load 
throughout this crisis, whether working 
in school or from home. It had been an 
extremely difficult term and everyone 
had contributed to the safe and effec-
tive continuation of the school. When 
this is over, we will take a moment to 
break bread; to remember that we are 
more than just colleagues, but are part 
of a community and in many instances, 
friends.

Mr Jim Fenemore
Deputy Head
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James, Year 10



         Curriculum

Our Solar System 
Garden Rooms’ Science 
curriculum

Starting closest to the sun, pupils in 
K2/3A created their own mnemonics to 
remember the planets in order. 
Following that, they each constructed 
their very own solar system to showcase 
their learning. 

Pupils were tasked with creating models 
of the planets that took into account size 
difference and even colours; experiment-
ing with mixing paints to make them as 
realistic as possible!  The pupils engaged 
positively, enjoyed the learning process 
and have shown an interest in becoming 
budding astronomers! 

Mr Stuart Green
General Subject’s Teacher 

Muscle Study 
KS3 Science curriculum 

Our Year 8 class really got to ‘grips’ with 
their study of muscles. Hands on 
experiences are essential to learning in 
our provision, so we spent a lesson 
skinning chicken legs and 
discovering how muscles work. 

We identified antagonistic pairs of 
muscles, tendons and nerves. Now 
practical experiments, as fun as they may 
be, require a write up, which all pupils 
attended to diligently, so well done boys!

 

Flower Dissection  
KS3 Science curriculum
 
Our Year 9 class really ‘blossomed’ while 
dissecting a Lilly, to identify its various 
parts. We now know our anther from our 
stamen and our sepal from our stigma. 
Hopefully this has ‘sown the seed’ for 
future study.

Mr Shaun Nicholson
Head of Science
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         Spiritual, Moral & Cultural Development

EL  HIBLU 3 ,  MALTA

THEY OPPOSED
TORTURE, NOW
THEY FACE PRISON
They were three teenagers at sea, desperate to 

escape Libya’s violence. When the rubber boat they 
and 100 others were in sank, they were rescued 
by oil transporter, the El Hiblu. They thought they 
were safe, but the El Hiblu tried to return them to 

Libya and almost certain torture. A protest ensued. 
The youths acted as interpreters to help preserve 
their lives and those of their fellow passengers. Now 
they’re in the dock, facing a life sentence.

Demand justice for the El Hiblu 3.
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Write for Rights
Key Stage 3 & 4 English

Pupils have been writing letters to 
Malta's Attorney General in support of 
the ‘El Hiblu 3’ as part of this year's 
Amnesty International, ‘Write for Rights’ 
campaign. 

The ‘El Hiblu 3’ are three refugees, aged 
15, 16 and 19, from Libya who were 
arrested in Malta on terrorism charges. 
The boys each face up to 30 years in 
prison and were part of a group of 108 
refugees who were rescued from the 
high seas by a Turkish oil tanker, having 
been escaping persecution and war in 
their home countries, by travelling in 
rubber dinghy across the 
Mediterranean Sea.  

Once the tanker arrived in Europe, 
Maltese police arrested the ‘El Hiblu 3’ 
on terrorism charges, claiming they had 
hijacked the oil tanker. However, there 
does not appear to be evidence of any 
violence aboard, but there is evidence 
that they actually helped to calm a 
potentially dangerous situation by 
interpreting a conversation between the 
ship's crew and the other refugees. 

Amnesty International says that the legal 
charges against the boys are unfair and 
pupils at St Edward's School agree. Pupils 
wrote letters to the Attorney General of 
Malta, Dr Victoria Buttigieg, asking her to 
intervene in the case. Cameron in year 9 
wrote:

‘It is not fair that these 
young men are in prison for 
something they did not do. 
They are just children. They 
should have access to 
education and other life 
opportunities at this time in 
their lives.’

Mr Tom Chatwin
Head of English
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         Curriculum

Lockdown Memorial 
A Whole School DT Project

When the school reopened fully in 
September, pupils in Design Technology 
were asked to reflect on how they had 
spent their time during lockdown and to 
think of one thing that represented the 
lockdown experience for them.
 
Each pupil designed a vinyl sticker using 
CAD CAM and stuck this onto an acrylic 
shape they had cut out and polished. 
Finally, they made a tapered peg from 
hardwood and fastened their Lockdown 
Logo onto this with a stainless steel 
screw.
 
The Design Technology department 
purchased a large, stainless steel water 
feature and all the individual pegs were 
fitted around the globe into predrilled 
holes.  Water comes out from the top of 
the globe through a rotating hand 
sanitizer nozzle.  The globe is illuminated 
with rainbow strip lights, as a symbol of 
hope and recognition for the amazing 
work of the NHS during the pandemic. 

Well done to all involved. 

Mr Mark Holmes
Head of Design Technology
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         Curriculum

Health Related Fitness  
Physical Education 
Curriculum 

Each year, pupils participate in health 
and related fitness tests during PE. These 
fitness tests are used to measure 
different components of fitness for each 
pupil, such as speed, aerobic endurance, 
muscular endurance, co-ordination, 
flexibility, reaction time, power and 
agility. 

Pupils are taught from the start that 
their results are not used to compare 
against other pupils, but can be used to 
track personal progression throughout 
the year.  This academic year, due to the 
pandemic, I was expecting the results 
to be very similar to the previous year’s. 
This was not the case, with pupils 
showing outstanding determination, 
courage and perseverance to achieve 
maximum results.  

Each pupil displayed improvement in 
at least three different components of 
fitness. This has shown that our pupils 
are very dedicated and continue to be 
resilient, regardless of circumstances. 
Excellent work boys. You should all be 
proud of yourselves!

Mr Martyn Payne
Head of Physical Education

Anyone Can Cook! 
KS4 Hospitality BTEC

This Autumn term, two of our pupils have 
been putting their culinary skills to the 
test, participating in a 6 week cookery 
course through, ‘Anybody Can Cook’ 
as part of their BTEC Level 1 course in 
Hospitality. The sessions not only basic 
life skills, but also enables pupils to gain 
some knowledge as to how to prepare 
healthy and nutritious meals using a 
variety of cooking methods, such as 
boiling, roasting and frying. 

The practical sessions also enables the 
pupils to learn all aspects of ‘kitchen 
safety’, using both small and large kitchen 
utensils and equipment in a correct and 
safe manner.

The pupils have produced some great 
dishes over the duration of the course 
and have thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. The two year 11 pupils, 
Kieran and Freddie wish to pass on their 
sincere thanks to Catherine Maxwell for 
the excellent delivery of the sessions.

Mr Marc Mitchell
Hospitality BTEC Course Lead
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         Curriculum

United Against Bullying 
Anti-Bullying Week 
16th – 20th November 2020

The theme of November’s Anti-bullying 
week was ‘United Against Bullying’, using 
a puzzle piece to represent the part that 
everyone has to play in being united 
against bullying. 

As usual at St Edward’s, we started 
the week by all wearing odd socks to 
celebrate the fact that we are all unique 
individuals. Kristian Barton delivered a 
powerful Thought for the Day 
assembly, all pupils and staff received 
official Anti-Bullying Week wristbands, 
and within class time and 1:1 sessions 
there were activities and discussions on 
the topic of bullying.

Pupils produced some fantastic work, 
including bar charts in maths, 
personalised puzzle pieces in ICT, acrostic 
poems in Literacy and posters in English, 
with powerful messages about being 
united against bullying. 

Therapy sessions gave opportunities for 
pupils to reflect on any experiences of 
bullying and to think about what more 
could be done to prevent bullying 
happening at St Edward’s. 

This year, we also updated our 
Anti-Bullying Policy, including a pupil 
friendly version, which all pupils were 
given to take home. This leaflet clearly 
explains what bullying is and what to 
do if bullying happens. We also created 
a new email address - SpeakingOut@
melchetcourt.com to report any bullying 
in or out of school. Pupils were also 
reminded about the post box in the 
library and that all staff members would 
listen if anyone is worried about bullying. 

‘We’re all a piece in the puzzle, and 
together, we’re united against bullying.’

Mrs Louise Bartel 
Psychotherapist and Head of 
Therapeutic Services
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         Fundamental British Values

Gregory, Year 7



Learning Emergency 
First Aid 
KS4 Life Skills  

This half term, as part of the KS4 PSHE 
curriculum, we have been exploring 
personal safety; in particular, substance 
misuse and First Aid. The boys showed 
maturity and excellent discussion skills 
during these practical sessions, delivered 
by substance counsellor, Mike Hurd and 
our First Aid trainer, Sandy Bell. 

First Aid training is a vital life skill and our 
boys demonstrated fantastic knowledge 
and capability as to how to call the 
emergency services, respond to a 
suspected choking casualty, put a 
casualty into the Recovery Position and 
perform CPR, including how to safely and 
effectively use a defibrillator. 

Let’s hope that they never have to use 
these newly acquired skills, but if they 
do, they’ll have the knowledge and 
confidence to do so. 

Ms Lottie Howells
PSHE Teacher

Men at Work 
Earning some pocket money 
at St Edward’s

With so much of our time this year being 
restricted and indoors, many of our 
pupils elected to spend their activity time 
working outdoors. 

During the Autumn months, we took 
the opportunity to help the Grounds 
Team, by clearing fallen leaves. Working 
together, the pupils made a tremendous 
difference to grass areas situated under 
many of our veteran oak trees, clearing 
vast areas of leaves within several hours. 

Not only did they get to spend time 
amongst nature, enjoying the fresh air 
and being physically active, they all earnt 
a well-deserved pay-packet for their 
efforts.   

Mr Mike Hurd
Estate Manager
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Christmas Football matches at St Edward’s – The Golden Gnome and Garden Gnome, 2020

This year marked 20 years since The Golden Gnome, Christmas football match tradition began. Groundsman, Brendan Gough used 
his experience working on Premier League pitches to prepare our own, to mark the special occasion. 

The Blue Team opened with the first goal, which was almost stopped by a valiant attempt from the keeper. Half-time called and the 
score read Blue Team 1, Green Team 0. Early on in the second half, the Blues put another goal in the net making the score 2-0. They 
were looking dominant. The resilient Greens refused to give up though and fought back in the second half with three unanswered 
goals! The score read Blue Team 2 Green Team 3. In the final moments of the game, the Blues needed to find a late goal and with 
some excellent passing, the ball found its way to their Captain who nailed the ball past the keeper. The full-time whistle blew and 
the game finished 3-3. 

The Golden Gnome has seen many penalty shootouts, but none quite as dramatic as this one! From falling behind early in the 
game, the Green Team won the shootout and claimed The Golden Gnome. The students displayed excellent skills, but more 
importantly, they showed courage, teamwork and sportsmanship throughout.

This year marked the beginning of a new tradition; the younger students in K2/3A and K2/3B competed in a football match for the 
new Garden Gnome trophy. Although the pupils were in competition for the win, they were incredibly supportive of one another 
and showed fantastic sportsmanship. Perhaps this tradition too can span two decades. 

THE GOLDEN
GNOME
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Man of the Match and Student Councillor - James, Year 10
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Meet the New General Subject’s Teacher   
Mr David McAdam

Hi! My name is Mr McAdam and I am the new K4 and 11B 
General Subject’s Teacher at St Edward’s School. This will be my 
first year teaching at St Edward’s, but I am in the twelfth year of 
my teaching career. I have recently been teaching at a school in 
Malaysia, but before that, I was working at a school in Bourne-
mouth. 

Away from school, I am a fan of all sports and coach my son’s 
local football team. I also live with my wife and two cats that we 
rescued in Malaysia called Logan and Stormi. 

“I am excited to be a part of the St Edward’s 
community and look forward to meeting 
you all in the near future.”   

Meet the New Head of Humanities 
Mrs Heulwen Maher

Heulwen was appointed Head of Humanities at the beginning of 
this year and teaches Religious Education, History and Geography. 
She has taught in a variety of schools during her 25 year career. 

To get to know her a little better, we asked her the following 
questions:

Born?  In Wales, during the last century.
Married? Yes, to Mr Maher and we have two sons.
First job? Waitress in a Victorian-style Tea Room. 
First job in Education? Religious Studies, History and PSHE 
teacher in Haggerston School, Hackney. 

Favourite:

Piece of music? Brown Eyed Girl by Van Morrison.
Food? Curry.
Drink? Tea.
Holiday destination? France.
Hobby? Learning to play the Double Bass.
TV or radio programme? Death in Paradise.

Meet the TEACHER
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A new and exciting development is underway after the appointment of two full time staff members who 
bring with them specialist skills and expertise to expand the therapeutic element of our school:  Shelley 
Stevens, Speech and Language Therapist; and Laura Hawkins, Occupational Therapist. 

They bring a wealth of experience from both school and clinical settings, specialising in developing 
communication skills and sensory integration. In celebration of, and enhancement to our current provision, 
we have amalgamated with the psychotherapy department and re-named the team, ‘The Bridge’.  The aim 
is to integrate all the services into the whole school day and offer support that is innovative, creative and 
blended.  Our vision is to develop low arousal classrooms and bespoke sensory spaces to enable pupils to 
regulate.  Staff will be skilled to deal with ‘real time’ therapy, as and when pupils needs arise within the day, 
in addition to regular 1:1 sessions. Teaching and learning will be supported through whole school 
vocabulary and communication programmes.   

It is a very exciting time for the school; a long held vision is emerging into reality and as we develop our 
understanding of what our pupils require to regulate, communicate and heal, their learning possibilities 
become endless.  

Mrs Nancy Stanton
Senior Leader & SENCo

Br dger
THE

REGULATE   COMMUNICATE   HEAL

An integrated approach to therapy at St Edward’s School
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The Race That Never Was 
RTIR 2020
 
The Round the Island yacht race of 2020 could 
not take place in the summer because of the 
pandemic, but was postponed until September 
26th.  As it turned out, the race was eventually 
cancelled altogether.

As a consolation, we planned to race Moon-
beam from Gosport to Lymington on Friday 
25th September with a crew of pupils and then 
on Saturday, race with a crew of staff over the 
same course and at the same time.
 
Four boys, Jake, Jay, Harvey and Matt, finished 
their studies on Thursday afternoon, had tea 
in school and made their way down to Gosport 
to spend the night aboard Moonbeam, ready 
for an early start on Friday.
 
Unfortunately, the weather forecast 
deteriorated overnight, so we were faced with 
the prospect of a challenging and windy beat 
all the way to Lymington.
 
The crew were briefed as to what to expect 
and all agreed that they were happy to give it 
a go!
 
As we turned the corner out of the harbour, 
conditions seemed benign.  We plotted a 
course southwest towards Gilkicker Point 
under full sail, bathed in a little early morning 
sun.

 
After this gentle start, we were soon reefing 
the sails down as we progressively lost the 
shelter of the land and turned due west into 
the full force of the wind. Matt was doing a 
sterling job keeping us tight on the wind and 
picking his way skillfully through the worst of 
the waves, but it was still wet and demanding 
work for the rest of the crew.
 
We were about half way to Cowes, having just 
successfully completed a tack from port to 
starboard, sheets were in tight and I asked if 
everyone was still ok.  Someone said, “It’s a bit 
rough isn’t it!” I replied that it was probably 
going to get rougher and that it was ok to turn 
back if we wanted to. After a brief discussion, 
we quickly reached a unanimous decision that 
enough was enough.
 
We eased the sheets, turned for home and it 
suddenly felt like a completely different day, 
as Moonbeam, now flying ahead of the wind, 
surfed down the waves we had previously 
been smashing into. It was a glorious sail home 
and as the sun came out again we all agreed 
we had made the right decision and had 
enjoyed a truly exhilarating day together.

Mr Mark Holmes
Head of Design Technology

         Wider Horizons
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“It was an exhilarating 
experience, especially 
when the waves crashed 
on the side of the boat!”

Jay, Year 10



St Edward’s School
HAMPSHIRE
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THE
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