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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The minute you step foot in St Edward’s School you feel the sense of family, care and community.

St Edward’s has a fantastic team of teaching staff, support staff, pastoral care and therapy staff who all work 
incredibly hard to achieve the very best outcomes for pupils, always putting individual progress and each 
child’s wellbeing first.

Pupils enjoy an incentivised curriculum that instils a sense of resilience and independence as they develop 
a more positive perception of themselves as learners, one that encourages ambition and one that is holistic 
and prepares pupils for the world that they will inhabit.

Our new Headmaster, Mr Graham Maher, has been in post for a year. What a year! It has been a challenging 
time for schools as a result of the pandemic, but Mr Maher has ensured that St Edward’s has responded 
with great determination and shown what is possible when everyone works together. The school embraced 
online learning, social distancing and lateral flow testing with real resolve. An atmosphere of ‘business as 
usual’ was encouraged with positive results. 

Mr Maher has worked alongside his Senior Leadership Team and staff to create a school development plan 
designed to build upon the success of his predecessors whilst acknowledging and keeping abreast of educa-
tional initiatives. We are already starting to witness the outcomes of this development plan; the school has 
a bright future.

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new members of staff who have joined our growing 
community. In line with the development plan, we are expanding areas of the school. As a result, we have 
new members of the teaching staff: Heulwen Maher (Teacher of Religious Education), Jen Wood (Teacher of 
Drama), David McAdam (Teacher of General Subjects), Sian Baines (Teacher of Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education) and Ffion Thomas (Teacher of Art). New members of the support team: David Walsh, 
Charlotte Hayes and Kay Johnson (Teaching Assistants). New members of the Pastoral Care Team: Adam 
Marsh (Residential Social Care Worker). New members of therapeutic services: Laura Hawkins 
(Occupational Therapist), Shelley Stevens (Speech and Language Therapist) and Mark Wylie 
(Clinical Psychiatrist). New member of the Estate Team: Lewis Childs (Estate Grounds Person). New member 
of the Administration Team: Anne Homewood (PA to the Headmaster). These people join very successful 
teams within the school and we are delighted that they are here.

The pandemic has robbed us of some of the traditional aspects of school life where we celebrate publicly 
with parents/carers, pupils and staff. However, as a school we have acknowledged privately the notable 
successes of our young people, whether academic, personal or social. 

I would also like to thank the whole school community for their contribution to our charitable works. I was 
impressed to hear stories about pupil support for those less fortunate at the outbreak of the pandemic, in 
particular, food donations. Again, at Christmas our young people rallied and donated hampers full of Christ-
mas gifts. Shortly we will be sponsoring a football match and walking to raise money for water. All of this is 
testament to the ethos and community spirit of St Edward’s School.

Mr Michael Tennant
Chair of Governors
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On the 23rd March 2021 10B wrote the 
following poem to reflect on the past 
year and the anniversary of the first 
national lockdown due to Covid 19 in the 
UK. We reflected on the year and the 
way in which Covid 19 and lockdown has 
changed our lives and the world that we 
live in.

23rd of March, things got harsh
Birthday’s cancelled, Covid scandals 
Time to cancel, life on standstill 

Panic buying, everybody’s crying 
Loo roll shortage, things are boring

Banana bread baking, taste buds 
deteriorating

Boxes of work to be done at home, 
Trying to stay off your phone. 
Going on walks 
Looking for someone to talk. 

It’s not normal, sports are cancelled
Isolation in the hopes of a vaccination

Illegal to mingle 
A struggle being single

Air show grounded
No playgrounds sounding
Premier League under-construction 
Is the world heading for destruction?

Time to rebuild our foundations
Let’s get back to being a nation. 

Written by, Alfie C, Finn, Roscoe, 
James E, Nigel and Jen

         Curriculum
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Our year 11 BTEC Sport pupils have been 
working hard on their current 
assignment; Physical Activities for 
Children. Throughout the term, the 
pupils have been researching, testing 
and practising a variety of activities with 
the end goal of leading an activity lesson 
for a group of our younger pupils in the 
school.

Prior to the lesson, all three pupils 
openly said how nervous and anxious 
they were about leading the activity. 
However, all three pupils put their 
worries to the side and produced a top 
class activity session. The younger pupils 
who took part were engaged, motivated 
and displayed a real enjoyment 
throughout.

The year 11’s should feel very proud 
of themselves as they stepped out of 
their comfort zones and did something 
new for the first time. All three pupils 
successfully passed their assignment due 
to their continued work and effort they 
have put in.

Craig Vigar
Sport BTEC Course Lead

BTEC
       Curriculum
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During Spring 2 the K3C class spent their 
Topic lessons exploring the geographical 
movement of people. This led into Viking 
history where Pupils were firstly given the 
opportunity to attempt to write sentences 
in Viking runes. 

Former head of History (and Viking expert) 
Mr Whelan was then invited in, he offered 
an engaging, informative and fascinating 
afternoon where pupils firstly learnt about 
battles that took place around the UK, 
before then being shown and trying on 
Viking armour and weaponry. 

Pupils enjoyed the experience, practicing 
both Viking defence and attack methods 
and techniques. Quick guys! SHIELD WALL!
 
Martin Green
General Subjects Teacher

       Curriculum



         Curriculum

Mental Health Week in the 
Maths Department

As part of the national mental health 
week, we discussed how we are all 
affected by stresses and anxiety in 
everyday life. The year 11 class said that 
is unfair that other people do not have 
the levels of anxiety that they all have to 
cope with.

We openly discussed some of the 
situations that made each of us anxious. 
I talked about how common maths 
anxiety is and the subjects that made me 
feel anxious when I was their age, these 
included Art, English, French, German, 
DT and Latin. We then looked at some of 
the reasons that we become anxious and 
a range of strategies that can help us to 
overcome our barriers to learning and 
help us deal with the stresses of everyday 
life. 

To stimulate further discussion around 
how to overcome the feelings which 
cause us the most anxiety we watched 
the “Comic Relief” video of Nadiya 
Hussain a former winner of “Great British 
Bake Off”. She explains very eloquently 
how she deals with her massive issues 
around anxiety on a daily basis. The one 
thing, which the year 11 boys said they 
would try to remember was that, it is 
important when, asked if you are alright, 
to say “No I am not alright,” provided 
that you are with a person you trust and 
you are ready to talk through your
feelings.

Mr Tony Twigg
Head of Maths

Nutrition in Food

This week the K3C class were predicting 
and testing which foods contain which 
types of nutrition. 

We tested for Lipids (Fat) protein,
 carbohydrates and sugars. We were 
delighted to observe our classes discover 
and prove their knowledge with accurate 
testing and clear understanding.

They really ‘got their teeth into’ the topic.
It ‘served’ as real ‘food’ for thought.
A thoroughly enjoyable and memorable 
event.
 
Shaun Nicholson 
Head of Science 
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                Fundamental British Values
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Democracy in Middle School

Over the past week the pupils have 
taken part in a democratic vote to elect 
a new representative for the Middle 
School. 6 pupils ran as candidates for the 
Student Council and they had to provide 
3 reasons as to why they would be a 
good choice as a representative. All of 
the pupils were given a different 
coloured polo shirt in order to represent 
their ‘party colour’. Off the back of their 
pledges the pupils were then given 2 
hours to think about who they wished 
to vote for and then vote at the Middle 
School polling station. Throughout the 
process pupils were taught about what 
it means to live in a democratic country 
and how this impacts on them now 
and later on after their schooling. EHR 
was our successful candidate on this 
occasion.
 
The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the 
process, showing mutual respect 
throughout, and those who were 
unsuccessful were gracious in defeat.

Stuart Green
General Subjects Teacher
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‘Spiritual, Moral, Social, 
Cultural’

On Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtimes 
pupils have been attending a new ‘Anime 
Club’!
 
Anime is a style of Japanese film 
animation aimed at adults and children. 
Anime emphasises the importance of 
family relationships, less traditional 
gender roles and spirituality.
 
Anime is hugely popular among many 
pupils at St Edward’s School. ‘Anime Club’ 
is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to 
engage in shared cultural experience with 
each other, learn about global values and 
relax after lunch.
 
Initially, ‘Anime Club’ was scheduled to 
take place on Wednesday lunchtimes 
only, but pupils petitioned staff to run an 
additional club on Tuesday lunchtimes 
too, exclusively for boys in Key Stage 4. 

Interest in all things Japanese is gaining 
traction at St Edward’s School as we 
continue to expand our stock of Manga 
(a style of Japanese comic books and 
graphic novels) in the school library!
 
Tom Chatwin
Head of English
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         Cultural Capital
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Hi, I’m Laura the new occupational therapist. I 
have worked for nearly 6 years across health and 
education settings with adults and children.  I am 
interested in child development and supporting 
young people to develop their life skills to support 
their transition into adulthood. So far, I have 
enjoyed meeting the pupils and I am looking 
forward to supporting them to reach their goals 
and being a part of their school experience. Thank 
you to everyone at St Edward’s, for the very warm 
welcome.
 
Laura Hawkins
Occupational Therapist

Hi! My name is Jen and I am the new teacher of 
Social Skills/Drama as well as K3C’s classroom 
teacher. My first term at St Edward’s has been 
fantastic and it has been great getting to know 
everyone. 

I have recently moved back to Hampshire having 
taught and lived in London for many years. In my 
spare time I like going to the theatre as well as 
traveling. I am also a PADI Dive Master and have 
been lucky to dive in lots of wonderful places. I am 
excited to be a part of the St Edward’s 
community. 

Jen Wood
General Subjects Teacher

Our Community
Our new Staff
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We are pleased to announce that our brand new multi-use games 
area has now been completed. Pupils and staff are in high spirits 
to experience this fantastic new sports facility during the spring 
and summer terms of this academic year. Here at St Edward’s 
pupils will be engaging in many different sports on this artificial 
turf. With brand new equipment such as tennis nets and 5 aside 
football goals.  Myself with the help of staff and pupils are 
arranging a 6 hour charity football match to be held on the 
multi-use games area. Sport has never looked so bright at 
St Edward’s!

Mr Martyn Payne
Head of Physical Education
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It’s a very exciting time to be a member of St 
Edward’s School. Last year we created a ‘three- year 
development plan,’ which is slowly coming to life! 
We considered all areas of the school: education, 
pastoral, ethos, therapy, finance and the school 
estate. 

Thank you to everyone for your insightful 
contributions and creative suggestions. Thank you 
also to the school council for your involvement.

As you wander around the school grounds, I am 
sure you will have already noticed some changes. 
Our new gardeners have been busy restoring and 
maintaining the estate and the stewardship team 
were instrumental in clearing the wooded area, 
near the playground, in preparation for an outdoor 
classroom. 

We now have some climbing equipment for our 
pupils and we have given the tennis courts a new 
lease of life, with an all- weather pitch and new 
nets.

Special thanks to Mike Hurd and Ash Sumra for 
creating a mountain bike trail for us. Our big project 
has been to design a new building that will meet 
the needs of pupils and staff at St Edward’s School. 
The building will sit adjacent to the swimming pool, 
replacing some of the older accommodation. The 
whole community has been involved in the design 
process and we are now submitting our plans to Test 
Valley Borough Council for approval! If we are 
successful, we could be moving into our new 
building in April 2022- not long to wait!

Aspects of school development often go unseen 
but it is important to thank staff who have been 
involved in developing the school curriculum. At 
St Edward’s we are intent on providing a first class 
education for our pupils and this means constant 
review and reflection, something the school 
community does very well.

Another area of note has been the development of 
‘The Bridge’ formerly the Coach House. We have 
expanded our range of therapies and brought them 
all under one roof. This allows therapy, education 
and pastoral care to work together closely in 
support of our pupils.

Finally, I would like to mention the restoration of the 
school chapel. It has become a calm, tranquil place 
for prayer and quiet reflection. Our new ethos and 
mission lead, Stephen Whelan, is always on hand to 
support and spend time with pupils and staff.

Please keep your ideas for development coming! I 
will leave you with the words of Charles Darwin, 
‘It is not the strongest of the species that survives, 
nor the most intelligent, but the one must 
responsive to change.’

Sally Webb
Head of Development
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Leavers Day 2021



  Our NEXT Our NEXT  EDITION
& MORE.

The Golden Pond The Golden Pond 
Fishing ExpeditionFishing Expedition

ModernModern
Foreign Foreign 
LanguagesLanguages
DayDay

Our pupils constructing a Pizza 
Oven. Read more about the 
Italian themed event in our 
Summer Edition coming soon.
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